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USCIRF REPORT MAY PROMPT CONCERNS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Nirupama Rao  

The government has unequivocally dismissed the US Commission of International Religious
Freedom’s latest report, which ranks India on the lowest grade of “Countries of Particular
Concern”, citing the Citizenship (Amendment) Act and the proposed National Register for
Citizens, both of which were announced by the government in the past year. In its statement this
week, the External Affairs Ministry hit back at the USCIRF directly, calling it an “Organisation of
Particular Concern”, with no “locus standi” or official standing.

The government’s stand is consistent with its policy on the USCIRF, which it has refused to
cooperate with, and has disallowed its officials to visit India since 2009. The bigger worry this
year is the fact that the USCIRF has recommended that India be put on the CPC list by the State
Department, which is due to publish its annual report on religious freedom in a few weeks, most
likely in May or June.

Former Indian Ambassadors to the U.S. point out that though a CPC designation is unlikely to
make any difference to the U.S.-India bilateral relationship on other issues, it would be
premature to dismiss the USCIRF’s recommendation completely.

“It’s wrong to focus just on the statements of the USCIRF on CAA and NRC and other such
issues. The question is, who has supported India [in the U.S.] on these issues? No one. One
can say that you don’t expect there will be reactions to such [domestic Indian] policies. Frankly,
that is wishful, unrealistic thinking,” Ronen Sen, who was Ambassador in Washington in 2005
when India was removed from the State Departments’ CPC list, told The Hindu . “There is a
reputational issue involved, for India, as the world’s largest democracy that draws strength from
the protection of diversity,” said former Ambassador to Washington Nirupama Menon Rao,
stating that the report could not be “ignored outright”. “To be clubbed with China and Burma,
Pakistan and North Korea as a country of particular concern is unfortunate,” she said.

More punitive steps

The decision before U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo (who will act on behalf of President
Donald Trump) on whether to designate India as a CPC is significant, as it could bring other
punitive actions. According to the US IRF Act, the President is obligated to take one of 15
possible actions, ranging from a demarche to cancellation of bilateral exchanges, to travel
sanctions against specified officials, within 3-6 months. It was under this determination that the
U.S. had banned travel visas for PM Narendra Modi (then Gujarat Chief Minister) in 2005.

Diplomats point out the State department hasn’t always followed the USCIRF’s
recommendations. In December 2019, Mr. Pompeo designated nine countries including “Burma
[Myanmar], China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, and
Turkmenistan” that were on the recommended list, and put others like “Comoros, Russia,
Uzbekistan, Cuba, Nicaragua, Nigeria, and Sudan to its ‘Special Watch list’, but left out Syria,
Vietnam and Central African Republic, which were also on the USCIRF’s list.

The Office of International Religious Freedom (IRF) in the State Department and the USCIRF
were created by the American “International Religious Freedom Act of 1998”, but are separate
entities and the USCIRF’s recommendations are non-binding on the State Department.
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However, according to the State Department website, the U.S. Secretary of State, who makes
the final recommendation on whether to designate a country as a CPC, “takes into account” the
recommendation made by the USCIRF.

(With inputs from

Kallol Bhattacherjee)
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CHINA, U.S. SPAR OVER TAIWAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

China has condemned a U.S. tweet backing Taiwan’s push for participation at the United
Nations as the global body works with its 193 member states to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.

Beijing’s diplomatic mission to the UN expressed “strong outrage and firm opposition” to a
message on Friday by the United States calling Taiwan’s exclusion an “affront” to UN principles.
The self-ruled island, which Beijing considers a wayward province awaiting reunification, has
been held up as a model in fighting the virus.

“Barring #Taiwan from setting foot on UN grounds is an affront not just to the proud Tawanese
people, but to UN principles,” the tweet by the U.S. mission said. U.S. Ambassador to the UN
Kelly Craft retweeted the message.

In response a statement by Beijing said “Taiwan is an inalienable part of China”. The Twitter
account of the U.S. mission also shared earlier tweets from the U.S. State Department that
called for Taiwan’s inclusion in a coming World Health Organization (WHO) assembly. Relations
between the UN and Taiwan were strained long before the pandemic but have deteriorated in
the past three months.

The WHO’s leadership have been accused of being complimentary of China’s response to the
virus’s spread.
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PANDEMICS WITHOUT BORDERS, SOUTH ASIA’S
EVOLUTION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SAARC and India

Even if the COVID-19 pandemic spares South Asia the worst impact it has reserved thus far for
the northern latitudes, it is certain that this region of nearly a fourth of the global population will
be wounded gravely — economically, and as the process unfolds, socio-politically. Holding the
largest volume and density of poverty in the world, the countries of South Asia are looking into
an abyss of distress and discontent.

As the region from the Indian Ocean to the Himalaya is hit by recession, more than half a
century’s effort against poverty could be wasted. The coddling of the middle class and neglect of
the majority underclass, so starkly seen during the pandemic response, points to all that has
gone wrong in our electoral democracies; no country of South Asia is presently a formal
dictatorship.

Coronavirus | South Asia needs a humanitarian response to the COVID-19 pandemic: Ranil
Wickremesinghe

Amidst our separate insularities, South Asians should take the pandemic as a wake-up call
beyond public health, on ills ranging from plastic pollution to global warming, extinction of
species, hijacking of the commons, dirty water, toxic air, a weakening of the welfare state,
infrastructural exceptionalism — and the rapid conversion of our demographic diversity into the
worldwide sameness of a suburban mall.

If we fail to act, the COVID-19 episode will be but an interlude as we wade further into the
Anthropocene quicksand. You can see the return to ‘normalcy’ in the aircraft tracking apps that
show China’s airways bustling once again, as they were before the coronavirus radiated out
from Wuhan.

As a dire telegram sent by Earth to Humanity, COVID-19 has laid bare the demagoguery that
marks the democracies of South Asia. The response of the regimes has been to entrench
themselves further, and they are shifting blame on mal-governance to the pandemic even as
they tighten state control through surveillance, repressive laws and radical populism backed by
ultra-nationalism.

The public’s fear of the virus is allowing Presidents and Prime Ministers to press on with top-
down rule, whereas the lockdown should be the time to generate momentum towards federal
devolution and Gandhi’s empowering ‘gram swaraj’ — a term that must be revived without a
sense of embarrassment.

Coronavirus | Preventing food shortages is a high priority for South Asia, says World Bank
economist

In Sri Lanka, President Gotabaya Rajapaksa takes advantage of COVID-19 to grant pardon to a
war criminal. In Pakistan, the Army has Prime Minister Imran Khan against the ropes, and
Nepal’s political class uses the pandemic for political adventurism and Prime Minister K.P.
Sharma Oli engages the military to carry out key COVID-19 tasks, from buying protective gear to
contact tracing. The virus has solidified the foundation of Sheikh Hasina’s one-party rule in
Bangladesh.

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
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India’s continent-sized polity craves federalism, but COVID-19 has energised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s centralising mission. His Hindutva-backed, Pakistan-focused ultra-nationalism
creates a web of control that strengthens Mr. Modi but weakens India. After a series of polarising
actions from Kashmir to the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, we watch unbelievingly as
Islamophobia is injected into the pandemic response.

The majoritarian attitude exhibited by the state, mass media and social media towards India’s
200 million Muslims will before long transfer to the Dalit, tribal and Adivasi communities, and the
underclass as a whole. The anti-poor imperiousness seen in the demonetisation of November
2016 was evident also in the four-hour notice given for lockdown on the night of March 23, in a
country of more than 350 million workers, many of whom are internal migrants. Since Mr. Modi
shuns unrehearsed encounters, journalists and academics are not able to challenge him about
the fabric of India that is tearing.

Comment | A task for South Asia

The reason to talk at length about India within South Asia is that the country comprises much of
the region by population and geography. Further, the actions and the omissions of India impact
each neighbour. While all the other capitals have adversarial positions vis-à-vis New Delhi,
however, it is also true that modern India has been aspirational for neighbouring societies — till
now, that is.

The trajectory of India, with its galloping centralisation, removes governance from the people’s
reach. There was a time, decades ago, when New Delhi’s messaging was limited to promises of
‘roti, kapda aur makaan’, but ever more populist slogans were required to maintain command.
Hence, the strident Hindutva-laced nationalism, which can only divert attention of the huddled
masses, not spread prosperity nor social justice.

In both India and Pakistan, the two large countries of South Asia, ending insensitivity and
inefficiency in governance require power and agency to pass to the provinces/States. Self-
correction is only possible in smaller, devolved polities. As has been seen during the ongoing
crisis, the States of India have risen to the occasion and are seen to be more caring, for the
simple reason that they are closer to the ground and more accountable.

Comment | The COVID-19 paradox in South Asia

India has shone in the world because of its soft power, defined by a textured history, empathetic
open society, “scientific temper” and Gandhian legacy. India simply cannot succeed as a hard
power, which is why under the Bharatiya Janata Party-Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, the
country is losing the very values that command respect abroad.

If India were an internationally confident nation-state, as in decades past, it would have used its
clout to lobby and build demand for a sitting of the UN Security Council to discuss the global
security threat represented by the COVID-19 pandemic. India is also weakened internally by the
New Delhi intelligentsia’s China fixation, which must be overcome. Unknowingly or with
deliberation, New Delhi seeks to copy-paste Beijing’s centralism as well as its xenophobia, both
of which are bound to backfire in a country whose historicity and circumstances are quite
different.

The unflinching lack of caring for the citizenry by governments in South Asia can only be
reversed through a formula that incorporates the internal and external to the nation-states, a
reformatting of relationships. Internally, power must devolve from the capital to the provincial
units of the two larger countries (Pakistan and India), as well as empowerment of local

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/a-task-for-south-asia/article31457045.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/the-covid-19-paradox-in-south-asia/article31417806.ece
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governments all over (as done in Nepal under the 2015 Constitution, but not yet fully
implemented).

Coronavirus | SAARC countries unite to combat COVID-19 infections

Externally, the countries of South Asia must bring down the hyper-nationalist mind barriers to
allow porous borders, thereby reviving historical synergies in economy, ecology and culture.
This is essential for both social justice and economic growth, and cannot happen without a
palpable reduction in military expenditures that will come with abandonment of the national
security state.

South Asian regionalism requires resuming the evolution of the subcontinental polity that was
terminated in 1947 with Partition.

Regionalism would lead to collaborative battles against pestilence, and for wealth creation
through trade, comparative advantage, and economies of scale. Regionalism would help fight
plastic pollution in our rivers, battle the air pollution that wafts across our frontiers, promote
cooperation in natural and human-made disasters, and boost the economies of the geographical
“periphery” of each country.

The push for South Asia-wide thinking and planning need not be seen as a malevolent attempt
to subvert India. Instead, it is the path for India’s own socio-economic advance, and the way to
garner international recognition of its soft power. Internal devolution and cross-border bonding
has always been a necessity but impossible for some to contemplate. Hopefully, the shake-up of
the COVID-19 pandemic will succeed where past exhortations have failed.

The opinion-makers of India — economists, political scientists, philosophers, sociologists,
diplomats and others — have tended to be New Delhi-centric, and, as a result, downright
reluctant to address issues of both federalism within and regionalism without. They have thus far
been unable to see the jungle for the trees.

Kanak Mani Dixit, a writer and journalist based in Kathmandu, is founding Editor of the
magazine, Himal Southasian
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INDIA FLAYS NOD FOR GILGIT-BALTISTAN POLLS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The External Affairs Ministry issued a “strong protest” on Monday over an order by the Pakistan
Supreme Court allowing the Imran Khan government to hold elections in the region of Gilgit-
Baltistan of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK).

India said it had issued a demarche to protest what it called Pakistan’s attempt to make “material
changes” to the disputed area, by bringing federal authority to Gilgit-Baltistan (G-B), which has
functioned as a “provincial autonomous region” since 2009.

Centre issues demarche

On April 30, a seven-judge Bench of the Supreme Court in Islamabad, headed by Chief Justice
of Pakistan Justice Gulzar Ahmed, had allowed the government to organise general elections in
G-B, and to set up a caretaker government there before that. As a result of the coronavirus
lockdown, the demarche was issued via email to the Minister (Political) in Pakistan’s High
Commission in Delhi.

“The Government of Pakistan or its judiciary has no locus standi on territories illegally and
forcibly occupied by it. India completely rejects such actions and continued attempts to bring
material changes in Pakistan-occupied areas of the Indian territory of Jammu & Kashmir.
Instead, Pakistan should immediately vacate all areas under its illegal occupation,” the Ministry
spokesperson said in a statement.

Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) responded to the demarche by referring to the
government’s decision in August last year to amend Article 370 as “illegal and in clear violation
of UNSC resolutions”.

India’s reaction is consistent with its previous objections against elections in G-B and in other
parts of PoK, which it refers to as “Azad Jammu Kashmir”.

Government of Pakistan or its judiciary has no locus standi on territories illegally
occupied by it

external Affairs Ministry
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RESUSCITATING MULTILATERALISM WITH INDIA’S
HELP

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Even as the coronavirus pandemic unleashes its devastation across the globe, the great and the
good have been quick to remind us of the value of multilateralism and the necessity to preserve
it. And yes, they are right. To reduce the further spread of the virus, to develop effective medical
treatments, and to curtail the worst effects of the inevitable recession that is already in the offing,
cooperation among nations will be necessary. But there is a problem: multilateralism is possibly
at its weakest today, when the need for it is more dire than ever before. Unless the fundamental
problem is addressed, no meaningful fix will be possible.

Comment | A revival of multilateralism, steered by India

We believe that India may be uniquely positioned to help resuscitate multilateralism. With the
United States facing multiple internal challenges including the prospects of a deeply divisive
Presidential election in November, New Delhi (together with like-minded partners even beyond
the usual suspects) could assume leadership in strengthening constructive transnational
cooperation. At a time when China is facing a global crises of credibility, India may even
consider a last-ditch attempt at mediation; to temper what is increasingly seen as Beijing’s
unilateralist revisionism; revive the promise of the gradual socialisation of China into the
international system; and its acceptance of the norms and rules that regulate the principal
multilateral institutions.

The malaise that afflicts multilateralism is not new. The paralysis of all three functions of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) — negotiation, dispute settlement, and transparency — was
one sign of that deep-rooted malaise; the severely dented credibility of the World Health
Organization (WHO) is just another more recent indicator. The pandemic has heightened the
crisis of multilateralism, not created it. And amidst the many cracks in the system, it has
deepened one especially dangerous fault-line: multilateralism, in its current form, is incapable of
dealing with misuse by “systemic rivals”, and this goes beyond the personality of its current
Director-General, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, and his perceived Chinese bias.

The underpinning assumption of the post-war multilateral system was that peace and prosperity
went hand in hand. Some like-mindedness and a commonly-held purpose were also assumed
among members: increasing economic integration and shared prosperity would help enhance
these affinities and contribute to peace. Countries with fundamentally different domestic systems
of governance did not form a part of this multilateral order, as was the case with the Soviet bloc
in the Cold War years. None of our multilateral institutions was built for a world where the ties of
interdependence — which were supposed to enhance the well-being of all — could themselves
be “weaponized” for nationalistic gain, at the expense of other players. The misuse of existing
rules (or loopholes within the existing rules) by several countries, especially by China (e.g. via
forced technology requirements, intellectual property rights violations, and subsidies), to gain an
unfair advantage in trade relations was already attracting critique in the last years. But the
pandemic has provided us with some even more alarming illustrations of how damaging the
weaponisation of global supply chains can be.

Comment | A multilateral alternative, by Asia

As death tolls rose (in some cases, to catastrophic proportions) many countries responded with

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
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export restrictions on critical medical supplies. This was far from ideal, but almost inevitable
given the absence of adequate stocks within countries, and little in the rules to curb export
restraints. Recognising the shortages that countries were facing — masks, personal protective
equipment, ventilators and more — to deal with COVID-19, China offered to sell these products
to countries in need. For instance, when the European Union (EU) put up export restrictions,
China stepped in at Serbia’s request. But China’s coronavirus diplomacy did not stop there.
When India complained that test kits imported from China were faulty, China slammed it for
“irresponsible” behaviour. When Australia indicated that it would conduct an independent
investigation of China’s early handling of the epidemic, China threatened it with economic
consequences. Add to this the dangers of using faulty equipment on critical patients, plus the
risks that several actors, including the EU and India, see of predatory takeovers of their
companies by China. The pandemic is teaching countries, through bitter experience, that
weaponised interdependence is not just a theory but a practice that is rapidly evolving. And it
can have life and death consequences.

Against this background, repeated calls by heads of governments and international
organisations urging countries to remain committed to multilateralism ring hollow.

To argue for a multilateral rules-based system will never suffice on its own; one must always
address the issue of the goals and values that underpin the rules. The remedies are obvious.

First, of course, is the need for reassurance and policies that reflect a renewed commitment to
the raison d’étre of multilateralism. A “retreating” United States must, of course, demonstrate in
word and deed that autarchy is not the way forward (of this global crises) and that it remains
committed to strengthening global supply chains which are based on the promise of ensuring
global stability and the attendant promise of peace and prosperity.

Second, irrespective of the above, there is an urgent need for some strategic decoupling,
handled smartly in cooperation with other like-minded countries. This will not happen overnight.
And it will undoubtedly cause considerable disruption to existing global value chains. This in
turn, will result in a shrinking of the global economic pie. We will be less prosperous. But we will
also be more secure.

Comment | In the ruins of unilateralism

Third, flowing from the above, a multilateralism that recognises the need for decoupling will
necessitate closer cooperation with some and distancing from others. Membership of such
renewed multilateral institutions would not be universal; rather, one would limit deep integration
to countries with which one shares first-order values — such as pluralism, democracy,
liberalism, animal welfare rights, and more.

The current crisis in multilateralism could be a remarkable opportunity for India, a country whose
pluralism, democracy, and liberalism have often been underestimated by the West. At an
immediate level, the gains are obvious: India has also maintained a consistent reserve about a
blanket entrenchment in global value chains. As some constituencies in the West seek a gradual
decoupling from China, they would be well served to look toward India.

To make use of the opportunities, for itself and for the provision of certain global public goods,
India’s cooperation with like-minded actors will be key. Here, India could work closely with the
Alliance for Multilateralism (an initiative launched by Germany and France) to shape both the
alliance itself and the reform agenda at large. Working together with a group of countries from
the developed and developing countries could further amplify India’s voice.

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-the-ruins-of-unilateralism/article30463647.ece
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Interview | Syed Akbaruddin, India’s former Permanent Representative at the U.N., on
plurilateralism, multilateralism and New Delhi

But beyond these immediate gains could be a greater role for India. Not since Chernobyl has
global public opinion lost as much faith in the competence and integrity of a great power as it
has in China because of COVID-19 and the apparent malfeasance and the opaqueness with
which it has dealt with the crises. While China may recover faster than most economically, and
its military might remains intact, its image as a reliable partner has suffered a huge dent. Neither
aid diplomacy nor the unleashing of Chinese soft power can easily recover the trust deficit that
exists today between China and much of the rest of the world. While prudence may demand
gradual decoupling, it is critical to not be seen as immediately isolating China; with fewer stakes
in world order, Beijing’s turn towards revisionism could be faster than anticipated. Instead, India
could lead a coalition to bridge this deficit of trust through a regime of incentives and sanctions
that seek to embed Beijing into a much more guided and directed socialisation into the rules of
the international system. Clearly, the strategic and economic have, however, to be in
consonance with each other. In the longer term then, whether multi-polarity is the only firm
guarantor of a sustainable and fairer multilateralism requires further debate among scholars and
practitioners alike.

Amitabh Mattoo is Professor of International Relations at Jawaharlal Nehru University and
Honorary Professor at the University of Melbourne. Amrita Narlikar is President of the German
Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA), Professor at Hamburg University, and Non-
Resident Senior Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation
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THE SHARP DIP IN US-CHINA TIES - EDITORIALS -
HINDUSTAN TIMES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests
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In the wake of pandemic, the rift between the United States (US) and China has deepened.
Washington has said it will scrap the phase one trade deal it made with Beijing in January. The
Donald Trump administration is also speaking to countries such as India about the possibility of
ripping out electronic and healthcare supply chains from China. As the US president blames
China for Covid-19, Chinese official media mocks the bungled US response to the pandemic.

The abusive language at the highest levels of government on both sides is unusual and
dangerous. Governments keep ambassadors out of the nastiest frays so that they have a path
towards negotiations and reconciliation. Talk of a trade war even as the world is slipping into a
recession could not be more badly timed. All is fair in trade and war, but when superpowers
have only battle plans as blueprints to handle bilateral relations, the resulting scenarios range
from bad to worse. That all this is happening during a global health crisis makes it even more
perilous.

India leans towards the US but keeps an outstretched hand to China. This allows it to maximise
benefits. New Delhi has been careful not to call out Beijing regarding its handling of the
outbreak. Yet, it has worked more closely with the US on almost every other element of the
pandemic. Its reward: tangible assistance and public praise from both sides. The economic
gains from supply chain distribution are potentially enormous but are seriously diminished if they
require India to align with a single pole. The challenge for India will be to continue its present
soft balancing against China without being drawn into a US containment policy, which, it is
unclear Washington has either the will or the way to impose. Fortunately, India has sufficient heft
that both the US or China know they must persuade rather than coerce New Delhi. Multi-
alignment is the catchphrase of Indian diplomacy today, but at its core is the belief India must
avoid choosing between sides until the time it is powerful enough that the choice become
irrelevant. The next six months will test whether a foreign policy hedge can grow during a
geopolitical storm.
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IMD INCLUDES POK IN WEATHER FORECASTS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The India Meteorological Department’s Regional Meteorological Centre has started including
cities in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) in its forecasts, a departure from its previous format,
officials said on Thursday.

The IMD has started including Gilgit-Baltistan and Muzaffarabad, which are parts of PoK, under
the Jammu and Kashmir meteorological sub-division since May 5, said Kuldeep Srivastava, the
head of the Regional Meteorological Department that gives forecast for the northwest
meteorological division of the IMD.

IMD Director-General M. Mohapatra said it had been mentioning areas under PoK under its daily
weather bulletin ever since the State was bifurcated into Union Territories in August last year.

The development assumes significance as India has maintained that the area under PoK
belongs to India. The inclusion of Muzaffarabad and Gilgit-Baltistan comes amid Pakistan’s
Supreme Court allowing elections in Gilgit-Baltistan this week, to which India had strongly
reacted.
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AKSHAT JAIN WRITES, 'PANDEMIC COULD ACT AS
CATALYST FOR REWORKING WORLD ORDER, GIVING
INDIA LEADING ROLE'

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

(Written by Akshat Jain)

The world might soon realise the immense need to include India in the UNSC club, and COVID-
19 will likely act as the catalyst for a UNSC permanent seat.

Let’s consider the context. While China kept briefing the World Health Organisation (WHO) and
other countries that the situation was under control, and that no human-to-human transmission
was traced, the situation in Wuhan — where the virus reportedly originated — was getting out of
hand. Officially, China only declared the death of 2,535 due to COVID-19, as on March 30
though local residents, and other indicators, suggested otherwise. Approximately 40,000-50,000
urns had been delivered to the eight mortuaries in Wuhan during that period. Locals were being
paid 3,000 yuan ($685) as “funeral allowance” as well.

It took the Chinese government almost seven weeks after the first case of COVID-19 to impose
a lockdown in Wuhan. Despite informing the WHO about the unknown virus on December 31,
China allowed millions of people to travel to and from Wuhan outside the country around
January 17, the time of Chinese lunar new year celebrations. According to a study by the
University of Southampton in England, had China acted three weeks earlier, 95 per cent of the
worldwide cases, and the consequent spread of the virus, could have been stopped.

Opinion | With Covid crisis dealing sharp blow to financial sector, revival calls for new
approach

It seems that China also started hoarding masks and sanitisers just before the virus became a
pandemic. China had reportedly already made half of the world’s total masks before January:
They not only stopped exporting the masks from January onwards, but they also started buying
the remaining stock worldwide.

The global number of cases is now over one-and-a-half million with more than 1,00,000 people
dead. The Asian Development Bank has predicted that the economic damage to world GDP
would be close to $4.3 trillion. In the US, millions have already filed unemployment claims. In
Africa, 31 out of the continents’ 54 countries have already imposed a full border closure and an
estimated 50 per cent of the jobs in the continent are at risk. In Spain, close to a million people
have also filed unemployment claims in just a month.

The UN has predicted that for the upcoming financial year, except for China and India, every
major country in the world is likely to face recession. From the past year to this year, the world
saw 178 new billionaires, 80 of which were from China: The top 100 billionaires in the world saw
six new Chinese entering the list. Most of them had bought shares in companies producing
goods and services which are now in prime demand due to the lockdown worldwide, for
example, Zoom, the digital meeting app, or companies making certain medicines, masks or
ventilators. And while the world is grappling with this pandemic, Hubei province — where Wuhan
city is located — has already lifted its trade restrictions. They have declared Wuhan open once
again with a big festival involving laser lights and fireworks no less. In fact, since the start of the
pandemic, from January 31 to March 31 this year, the top 100 billionaires of the world lost over
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$400 billion of their wealth. Strangely enough, only nine of those 100 were richer at the end of
March then they were in January. And they all happen to be Chinese.

Read | Educational reform under Imran Khan is a way of embracing isolationism

India, one of the founding members of the UN, has been claiming a permanent seat at the
UNSC for a long time. Out of the five permanent members of the UNSC, four have been in
support of India getting a permanent seat. China has been the only nation blocking India’s entry
by using its veto power.

The traditional superpowers are outraged at China’s supposed involvement in the origin and the
spread of COVID-19. And tensions flared up further after China apparently demanded that
France give 5G contracts to Huawei to procure COVID-19 testing kits.

India would be the perfect counter to curb Chinese influence and power in the region. A UNSC
reform is long overdue, but countries like Germany, Brazil and South Africa are not viable
options at present. And China would never agree to the seat going to Japan.

India’s response to the pandemic has been arguably one of the best. India has also imposed a
largely successful lockdown and enjoyed relative success in slowing the spread so far. The
Indian government’s efforts to lead the G20 as well as SAARC countries in tackling the
pandemic reflect its willingness to be the leader at this crucial time. India’s leadership has not
only been praised by smaller neighbouring nations, but also by Australia.

China has already proposed India as a temporary member of the UNSC seat for two years,
starting in 2021. But, there is a high chance that by the time the world recovers from COVID-19,
the picture is entirely different. China will surely be in a tough situation as questions will continue
to mount regarding its role in the pandemic. Often in the past, China has used its veto power to
block many WTO resolutions to benefit itself. If India is also given the same access, it could be a
game-changer in terms of the shift in balance of power in world politics.

This article appeared in the print edition of May 9, 2020, under the title ‘A seat at the
table’. The writer is a research scholar at IIM-Indore

Opinion | How short-term political vision and public policy have conspired to create a
migrant problem
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SHAPING INDIA’S RESPONSE IN A GLOBAL HINGE
MOMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

India finds itself in an increasingly dangerous world, one that is fragmenting and slowing down
economically. We are today in a new geopolitical situation, caused primarily by the rise of China,
India and other powers — Indonesia, South Korea, Iran, Vietnam — in a crowded Asia-Pacific,
which is the new economic and political centre of gravity of the world.

Rapid shifts in the balance of power in the region have led to arms races and to rising
uncertainty, also fuelled by the unpredictability, disengagement and the transactional “America
First” attitude of United States President Donald Trump. China-U.S. strategic contention is
growing, uninhibited so far by their economic co-dependence. As China seeks primacy in a
world so far dominated by the U.S., the world faces a destabilising power transition which may
or may not be completed. It is a hinge moment in the international system.

What should India’s response be to the new situation? Fear leads some to suggest alliances.
Some Indians are so worried by what they see as an unstoppable China that they advocate that
India enter into an alliance with the U.S. India is much greater and more resilient than these
people think.

There is a common thread running through the foreign and security policies of successive
governments of India until this one, irrespective of their various political persuasions: it has been
the pursuit of strategic autonomy for India. If there is any situation in which India should retain
the initiative and not get entangled in others’ quarrels, keeping India’s powder dry and free to
pursue its own national interest, it is this disorganised and uncertain world. This is a world that
calls for creative diplomacy and flexibility, adjusting to the fast-changing balance of power and
correlation of forces around us. An alliance seems to be exactly the wrong answer.

The Doklam crisis of 2017 is only the most recent example that shows that no one else is ready
to deal with India’s greatest strategic challenge — China. It saw a tepid reaction from the rest of
the world. To expect anything else is unreasonable.

China’s rise is the foremost challenge which could derail India’s quest. But it is also an
opportunity. The big question, of course, is how to handle China. One possibility is to engage
China bilaterally to see whether the two countries can evolve a new modus vivendi, to replace
the one that was formalised in the 1988 Rajiv Gandhi visit. That framework is no longer working
and the signs of stress in the relationship are everywhere.

The more India rises, the more it must expect Chinese opposition, and it will have to also work
with other powers to ensure that its interests are protected in the neighbourhood, the region and
the world. The balance will keep shifting between cooperation and competition with China, both
of which characterise that relationship.

The important thing is the need to rapidly accumulate usable and effective power, even while the
macro balance will take time to right itself. A calculus of interests suggests that India-China
relations are more complex than simple narratives suggest, and indeed that there is room here
for both sides to seek a new modus vivendi. This would require a high-level strategic dialogue
between the two sides about their core interests, red lines, differences and areas of
convergence.
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The U.S. is an essential partner for India’s transformation. But it is withdrawing from the world,
less certain as to how it will choose to deal with China. Certainly, it will no longer be the upholder
of international order, economic or political, and seems to have tired of that role. India must work
with other powers to ensure that its region stays multi-polar and that China behaves responsibly.

We are living in a time when there is a deep sense of strategic confusion. In India’s case, that
confusion extends to it being not just about the ultimate goal India’s foreign policy should pursue
but also over the best means to achieve them. Indians seem to mistake controlling the narrative
with creating outcomes, which is the real task of foreign policy. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has declared a goal of India to be a ‘Vishwa guru’, or world teacher, which is still a long way
away when it is an importer of knowledge and technology. Nor is it clear that this status will
actually contribute to transforming the lives of India’s citizens, though it might satisfy the ego.

It is important for India to remain optimistic. It has a moment of double opportunity if it changes
its ways. Tactically, China-U.S. contention — which is structural and, therefore, likely to continue
for some time with a paradigm shift away from cooperation to increasing contention, despite
temporary deals and “victories” declared by one or both — opens up opportunities and space for
other powers.

Both China and the U.S. will look to put other conflicts and tensions on the back burner while
they deal with their primary concern, the other. This effect is already perceptible in the Wuhan
meeting between China’s President Xi Jinping and Mr. Modi in early 2018, and the apparent
truce and dialling back of rhetoric by both India and China, even though this does not extend to
a new strategic framework or understanding or to a settlement of outstanding issues.

Today, India is more dependent on the outside world than ever before. It relies on the world for
energy, technology, essential goods like fertilizer and coal, commodities, access to markets, and
capital. When you add the new security agenda and the contested global commons in outer and
cyberspace and the high seas to India’s traditional state-centred security concerns, you can see
why there is greater worry or a sense of insecurity.

India risks missing the bus to becoming a developed country if it continues business and politics
as usual, or tries to imitate China’s experience in the last 40 years, does not adapt, and does not
manage its internal social and political churn better. The most important improvement that India
needs to make concerns its national security structures and their work — introducing flexibility
into India’s thinking and India’s structures. For change is the only certainty in life.

Shivshankar Menon is a former National Security Adviser. A longer version of this argument
appeared in “India’s Foreign Affairs Strategy”, Brookings India Impact Series, May 2020
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ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT BANK
APPROVES $500 MILLION LOAN TO SUPPORT INDIA’S
COVID-19 OPERATIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: AIIB and India

The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s ( AIIB) approved a $500 million loan to support
India’s Covid-19 operations, according to a release on Friday.

Co-financed by the World Bank, the funds were aimed at enabling the government to scale up
its containment efforts and to strengthen the health system to manage future outbreaks as well.

“Building a resilient health system that can effectively treat COVID-19 patients and prevent its
spread is the immediate priority. This funding will address this need and strengthen India’s
capacity to effectively manage future disease outbreaks,” said AIIB vice president of investment
operations, DJ Pandian.

The India COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project
comprised six components. Apart from the mentioned objectives, it will also support research in
collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and community engagement
and risk communication strategies.

Thanking the AIIB for its support, Sameer Kumar Khare, additional secretary in the department
of economic affairs said, “AIIB’s assistance will help the Government in strengthening pandemic
research and multi-sector, national institutions and Platforms for One Health, community
engagement and risk communication; and implementation management, capacity building,
monitoring and evaluation of the COVID-19 response program.”

On April 17, the AIIB had doubled its initial COVID-19 Crisis Recovery Facility to $10 billion from
$5 billion earlier, which made funds available to its members for urgent economic, financial and
public health pressures and quick recovery from the crisis.

Previously, the AIIB’s board of directors approved $355 million funding to China as part of an
emergency health project.
The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank’s ( AIIB) approved a $500 million loan to support
India’s Covid-19 operations, according to a release on Friday.

Co-financed by the World Bank, the funds were aimed at enabling the government to scale up
its containment efforts and to strengthen the health system to manage future outbreaks as well.

“Building a resilient health system that can effectively treat COVID-19 patients and prevent its
spread is the immediate priority. This funding will address this need and strengthen India’s
capacity to effectively manage future disease outbreaks,” said AIIB vice president of investment
operations, DJ Pandian.

The India COVID-19 Emergency Response and Health Systems Preparedness Project
comprised six components. Apart from the mentioned objectives, it will also support research in
collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and community engagement
and risk communication strategies.
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Thanking the AIIB for its support, Sameer Kumar Khare, additional secretary in the department
of economic affairs said, “AIIB’s assistance will help the Government in strengthening pandemic
research and multi-sector, national institutions and Platforms for One Health, community
engagement and risk communication; and implementation management, capacity building,
monitoring and evaluation of the COVID-19 response program.”

On April 17, the AIIB had doubled its initial COVID-19 Crisis Recovery Facility to $10 billion from
$5 billion earlier, which made funds available to its members for urgent economic, financial and
public health pressures and quick recovery from the crisis.

Previously, the AIIB’s board of directors approved $355 million funding to China as part of an
emergency health project.
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FOREIGN MINISTRY DISMISSES NEPAL CLAIM THAT
UTTARAKHAND ROAD CUTS THEIR TERRITORY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

In a statement, Indian foreign ministry spokesman Anurag Srivastava said the recently
inaugurated road section in Pithoragarh district in Uttarakhand 'lies completely within the territory
of India'

India on Saturday dismissed a statement by Nepal that a road it had recently constructed in
Uttarakhand state cut across Nepalese territory.

In a statement, Indian foreign ministry spokesman Anurag Srivastava said the recently
inaugurated road section in Pithoragarh district in Uttarakhand "lies completely within the
territory of India."

"The road follows the pre-existing route used by the pilgrims of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra.
Under the present project, the same road has been made pliable for the ease and convenience
of pilgrims, locals and traders," he said.

The statement follows Nepal on Saturday objecting to the construction and inauguration of the
so called "Link Road" connecting to Lipu Lekh which Kathmandu said was in its territory. The
road too passes through the territory of Nepal, the Nepalese foriegn ministry said, according to
news reports from Kathmandu.

This came after India's defence minister Rajnath Singh on Friday inaugurated the "Link Road"
from Dharchula to Lipulekh, identifying Lipulekh as lying on India's border with “China border".

Lipulekh is a strip of land on the northwestern edge of Nepal, lodged between Nepal, India and
Tibet. While India calls it a tri-junction between these three countries, Nepal has refused to
recognise it as a tri-junction and says it is part of its territory.

According to Indian foreign ministry spokesman Anurag Srivastava, "India and Nepal have
established mechanism to deal with all boundary matters. The boundary delineation exercise
with Nepal is ongoing. India is committed to resolving outstanding boundary issues through
diplomatic dialogue and in the spirit of our close and friendly bilateral relations with Nepal."

"Both sides are also in the process of scheduling Foreign Secretary level talks which will be held
once the dates are finalised between the two sides after the two societies and governments
have successfully dealt with the challenge of covid-19 emergency," he added.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-05-11

INDIAN, CHINESE TROOPS CLASH OVER BORDER
DISPUTE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

NEW DELHI : The Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) and the Indian Army clashed in
Ladakh and Sikkim along the border recently in separate incidents, spiking tensions between the
Asian neighbours.

The Indian Army on Sunday said its soldiers were engaged in a tense face-off with Chinese
troops along the border in northern Sikkim over undemarcated boundary issues between the two
countries.

The face-off, which involved “aggressive behaviour and minor injuries on both sides", said the
Indian Army, took place after a long time. The Indian Army’s statement comes after Hindustan
Times reported Saturday’s face-off involving scores of Indian and Chinese soldiers. The
confrontation between the troops took place near the Naku La sector at over 5,000 metres, the
Hindustan Times report said.

In Ladakh Indian and Chinese troops got into “a physical fight"" late on Tuesday/early
Wednesday, a person said, adding that the scuffle took place on the Indian side of the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

The last major stand-off between the two sides took place at Doklam in 2017 when the two
armies faced off against each other for 73 days.

The development comes as India, like most of the world, is focused on arresting the spread of
the novel coronavirus, which first surfaced in China in December.

According to the Indian Army statement on Sunday, “temporary and short duration face-offs
occur as boundaries are not resolved". The reference was to the undemarcated India-China
border seen as a legacy of the 1962 war between the two countries.

The Sino-India border dispute covers the 3,488-km-long Line of Actual Control. China claims
Arunachal Pradesh as part of southern Tibet while India contests it.Many rounds of talks have
been held between the two sides, but these are yet to yield any result.

Indian Army said troops “disengaged after dialogue and interaction at the local level". “Troops
resolve such issues mutually as per established protocols.."
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-05-11

WHAT’S IN A NAM?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: NAM and its relevance

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s video address to a summit of the non-aligned nations last week
has generated criticism as well as commendation. Both sides, however, miss the recent
evolution of the Indian thinking on the NAM. External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar
has spoken frequently about India’s stakes in the so-called “Global South”. He was invoking a
term that refers to the entire developing world and not just members of the NAM. The minister
has talked about consolidating long-standing political equities that Delhi had created in the NAM
and the Global South over the last many decades. The new interest is not a throwback to seeing
the NAM as an anti-Western ideological crusade. Nor is it a pretence of valuing the movement
but treating it as a ritual to be performed every three years. It is based on the bet that the NAM
remains a critical diplomatic forum for the pursuit of India’s international interests.

But why has a routine speech by the PM on promoting global cooperation in combating the
coronavirus gotten so much attention? One reason is its billing as Modi’s first address ever to
the NAM. After all, he had skipped the last two NAM summits, at Venezuela in 2016 and
Azerbaijan in 2019. Critics of the NDA’s foreign policy convinced themselves that Modi had no
real attachment for the non-aligned legacy of Jawaharlal Nehru. For the traditionalists, Modi’s
engagement with the NAM was a welcome return to roots. For those who see the NAM as a
political dinosaur, Delhi’s renewed enthusiasm for it seems like a regression. But a closer look at
the Modi government’s foreign policy actions reveals a three-fold rationale for intensifying
engagement with the NAM.

One, those who say the NAM is a relic of the Cold War must also acknowledge that a new Cold
War is beginning to unfold, this time between the US and China. As the conflict between the
world’s two most important powers envelops all dimensions of international society, India has
every reason to try and preserve some political space in between the two . Second, in the last
few years, Delhi paid lip-service to the NAM but devoted a lot of diplomatic energy to forums like
BRICS. Given the Russian and Chinese leadership of BRICS, Delhi inevitably began to tamely
echo the international positions of Moscow and Beijing rather than represent voices of the
Global South. Finally, as a nation seeking to become an independent pole in global affairs, India
could do more with forums like the NAM in mobilising support on issues of interest to Delhi. An
independent Indian line backed by strong support within the NAM can make a big difference to
the outcomes of the impending contentions at the World Health Assembly later this month on
reviewing the WHO’s performance during the COVID crisis.
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SOUTH ASIAN FRAMEWORK REMAINS A REAL,
RELEVANT AND NECESSARY PRISM TO ADDRESS
PROBLEMS FACED BY MILLIONS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SAARC and India

Written by Sanjay Kathuria

The ongoing coronavirus crisis appears to have awakened South Asia from a long hibernation.
On March 15, the leaders of seven South Asian countries, as well as Pakistan’s health minister,
got together on a video conference to launch a COVID-19 Emergency Fund and also discussed
other ways to cooperate to combat the pandemic. This meeting, initiated by India’s Prime
Minister, was not a formal summit; but it did represent the first high-level engagement in the
region since the 18th SAARC summit in November 2014.

It has taken an unprecedented pandemic to bring together the leaders of South Asia. It raises
the question — is South Asia a useful construct? This article argues that despite the hostility
between Pakistan and India, and Pakistan and Afghanistan, and mistrust between many other
pairs of countries in the region, the idea of South Asia (comprising Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Maldives, Sri Lanka, India, Nepal, Bangladesh and Bhutan) is real, relevant, useful and,
ultimately, necessary.

It is real because there are strong cultural and linguistic ties between the countries. Many
languages are spoken across overlapping borders — Bengali between Bangladesh and West
Bengal and Tripura in India, Urdu/Hindu between much of Pakistan and North and Central India,
and, Tamil between Tamil Nadu in India and the northern part of Sri Lanka. Bollywood is
universally loved and has allowed Hindi/Urdu to be understood across much of the region. A
shared passion for cricket has seen Bangladesh and, more recently, Afghanistan, join the
traditional elite powers of India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Indeed, Afghanistan has been a
surprise package and its two best bowlers are ranked one and two in the world in T-20 cricket,
the shortest format of the game. Such examples can be multiplied, with music, dance and
cuisine finding common ground across South Asian borders.

Migration is also quite evident. Many South Asians were born in other countries in the region,
and this is not just a post-Partition phenomenon. In 2000, according to the World Bank’s global
migration database, intra-regional migration accounted for 50 per cent of total migration from
South Asia.

It is also relevant because the world’s most successful regions have all had strong intra-regional
economic ties. Think of the European Union, East Asia and North America. South Asian
countries are missing a trick in their development playbook by often ignoring the potential of their
immediate neighbourhood. Trade within South Asia is only about 1 per cent of the regional GDP
versus 2.6 per cent in Sub-Saharan Africa, and 11 per cent in East Asia and the Pacific. The
prevailing uncertainty in world trade increases the relevance of South Asia.

It is useful because it has been amply demonstrated that there are major economic opportunities
that could be unleashed with deeper economic integration. Neighbours can gain from deeper
economic ties with each other. A recent World Bank study showed that goods trade within South
Asia could be three times as high as the current trade. And these estimates do not include
services, where, arguably, the potential is even higher.
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Perhaps the biggest economic prize, at least in the medium-term, is the enormous potential for
energy trade. Nepal is sitting on a hydro-power potential of at least 40 GW, but its current
capacity is only a little over 1 GW. Northeast India has also installed only about 1.5 GW of its
over 58 GW of hydro power potential. The full potential of these and other endowments in the
region can only get translated into reality with cross-border power exports. Indeed, the region is
very aware of these possibilities, with power trade having expanded almost three-fold over the
last decade to around 17,000 GWh per year. Similarly, Central Asian countries are endowed
with significant hydro potential with ready markets for power exports in neighbouring South Asia.
Already, the “CASA-1000” project, currently under implementation, seeks to create a 1,300 MW
interconnection for power export from the Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan to Afghanistan and
Pakistan. This incipient relationship can be broadened and extended to other countries, with the
stated aim of creating the CASAREM (Central Asia-South Asia Regional Energy Market).

A major collateral benefit of this potentially large-scale hydropower trade could arise from the
substitution of fossil fuels. Another World Bank study estimates that regional electricity trade,
including hydropower, could reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 8 per cent over a 25 year
period.

It is also necessary because some things cannot be managed alone, even by the biggest
country in the region. Pakistan, Afghanistan and India are among the most water-stressed
countries in the world. Almost 800 million people in South Asia could be at risk of seeing a sharp
decline in living conditions, owing to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. Climate refugees
could spell a humanitarian tragedy. All of these critical issues require collective action by South
Asian countries; the alternative would be sharp increases in human suffering as well as the cost
of addressing and mitigating the impact of water shortages and climate change. The
Coronavirus crisis has also delivered a tragic reminder that communicable diseases can cross
borders very quickly in an age of globalisation, and regional and global cooperation can help
address the problem and the impact more effectively.

Regional connectivity is another necessary condition for landlocked countries like Bhutan, Nepal
and Afghanistan to access world markets. India’s Northeast region is virtually landlocked and
requires Bangladesh to ease its access to the rest of India and the world. Deeper regional
cooperation is also necessary to reduce the immense trust deficit in the region, reflected partly in
the burden of defence expenditure for several countries in the region.

South Asia is not just an American construct. It is a real, relevant, useful and necessary lens to
address some of the most critical problems of 1.8 billion South Asians.

The writer is former lead economist and coordinator for regional integration in South Asia at the
World Bank
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-05-15

INDIA REMINDS CHINA OF CLAIMS OVER GILGIT-
BALTISTAN

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

All quiet:Soldiers along the Line of Control on the Indo-China border in Bumla.AP/File photo  

The recent incidents of face-off between the troops of India and China are neither correlated nor
have any connection with other global or local activities, Army chief Gen. Manoj Naravane said
on Thursday. The statement was supplemented by official spokesperson of the Ministry of
External Affairs Anurag Srivastava who reminded China about India’s claims over Gilgit-Baltistan
where China has teamed up with Pakistan to build the Diamer-Bhasha dam.

Mr. Srivastava said both sides understand the importance of maintaining peace. “India and
China attach importance to tranquillity and it is essential for the overall development of bilateral
ties.”

He reminded China about India’s claims over the territory of Gilgit-Baltistan under Pakistan’s
control. “Our position is clear. The entire territory of Jammu and Kashmir is part of India.”

The assertion is important as it was made a day after Power China, one of the biggest Chinese
power companies, received a contract to build the Diamer-Bhasha dam which once completed
will allow Pakistan to use the waters of the Indus for irrigation. Islamabad claims that the dam
will help reduce downstream flood by the Indus.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days trial now. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

To continue enjoying The Hindu, You can turn off your ad blocker or Subscribe to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=31587312&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=31587312&utm_campaign=tp-national
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 32

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 33

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-05-15

KEEPING ASIA-PACIFIC AFLOAT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Photo: Twitter/@UNESCAP  

For generations, the Asia-Pacific region has thrived on our seas. The seas provide food,
livelihoods and a sense of identity, especially for coastal communities in the Pacific island
states. Sadly, escalating strains on the marine environment are threatening to drown progress
and our way of life. In less than a century, climate change and unsustainable resource
management have degraded ecosystems and diminished biodiversity.

Levels of overfishing have exponentially increased, leaving fish stocks and food systems
vulnerable. Marine plastic pollution coursing through the region’s rivers has contributed to most
of the debris flooding the ocean. While the COVID-19 pandemic has temporarily reduced
pollution, this should not be a moment of reprieve. Rather, recovery efforts need to build a new
reality, embedded in sustainability.

Also read | India briefs Asia-Pacific nations on anti-COVID-19 measures

Despite a seascape celebrated in our collective imaginations, research shows that our picture of
the ocean is remarkably shallow. Insights from ‘Changing Sails: Accelerating Regional Actions
for Sustainable Oceans in Asia and the Pacific’, the theme study of this year’s Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), reveal that without data, we are swimming
in the dark. Data are available for only two out of ten targets for the Sustainable Development
Goal 14, ‘Life Below Water’. Due to limitations in methodology and national statistical systems,
information gaps have persisted at uneven levels across countries.

While there is much we cannot see, images of plastic pollution have become commonplace.
Asia and the Pacific produces nearly half of global plastic by volume, of which it consumes 38%.
Plastics represent a double burden for the ocean: their production generates CO2 absorbed by
the ocean, and as a final product enters the ocean as pollution. Beating this challenge will hinge
upon effective national policies and re-thinking production cycles.

Environmental decline is also affecting fish stocks. Our region’s position as the world’s largest
producer of fish has come at the cost of over-exploitation. The percentage of stocks fished at
unsustainable levels has increased threefold from 10% in 1974 to 33% in 2015. Generating
complete data on fish stocks, fighting illicit fishing activity and conserving marine areas must
remain a priority.

While the most connected shipping economies are in Asia, the small island developing States of
the Pacific experience much lower levels of connectivity, leaving them relatively isolated from
the global economy. Closing the maritime connectivity gap must be placed at the centre of
regional transport cooperation efforts. We must also work with the shipping community to
navigate toward green shipping. Enforcing sustainable shipping policies is essential.

The magnitude of our ocean and its challenges represent how extensive and collaborative our
solutions must be. Trans-boundary ocean management and linking ocean data call for close
cooperation among countries in the region. Harnessing ocean statistics through strong national
statistical systems will serve as a compass guiding countries to monitor trends, devise timely
responses and clear blind spots. Through the Ocean Accounts Partnership, ESCAP is working
with countries to harmonise ocean data and provide a space for regular dialogue.
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Translating international agreements and standards into national action is also key. We must
fully equip countries and all ocean custodians to localise global agreements into tangible results.
ESCAP is working with member states to implement International Maritime Organization (IMO)
requirements. Keeping the ocean plastic-free will depend on policies that promote a circular
economy approach. This minimises resource use and will require economic incentives and
disincentives.

Our oceans keep our economy and our lives above the waves. In the post-COVID-19 era, we
must use the years ahead to steer our collective fleets toward sustainable oceans.

Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana is Executive Secretary of ESCAP
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2020-05-16

WORLD BANK PLEDGES $1 BN TO BOOST INDIA’S
SOCIAL SAFETY NET

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Bank and India

The World Bank on Friday announced an additional $1 billion in funding to help India protect its
poor in the fight against covid-19. The money in two tranches will be used to scale up cash
transfers, food benefits and protection of essential workers, migrants and other vulnerable
groups in the immediate future; and help strengthen the country’s social safety net programme
next year onwards.

The multilateral lender had provided $1 billion support last month to strengthen India’s
healthcare sector.

“This new support will be funded in two phases—an immediate allocation of $750 million for
fiscal year 2020 (FY21 in World Bank parlance) and a $250 million second tranche that will be
made available for fiscal year 2021 (FY22)," the World Bank said in a statement on Friday.

The first phase will be implemented through the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY)
announced by the central government in March.

“It will immediately help scale up cash transfers and food benefits, using a core set of pre-
existing national platforms and programmes such as the Public Distribution System (PDS) and
Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT); provide robust social protection for essential workers involved in
covid-19 relief efforts; and benefit vulnerable groups, particularly migrants and informal workers,
who face high risks of exclusion under PMGKY," the World Bank said.

In the second phase, the programme will deepen the social protection package, whereby
additional cash and in-kind benefits based on local needs will be extended through state
governments and portable social protection delivery systems.

This will also create a system to strengthen the delivery of India’s social safety net programme.
This will include helping India move from 460-plus fragmented social protection schemes to an
integrated system that is fast and more flexible, acknowledging the diversity of needs across
states; enabling geographic portability of social protection benefits that can be accessed from
anywhere; ensuring food, social insurance and cash-support for all, including for migrants and
the urban poor; and moving the social protection system from a predominantly rural focus to a
pan-India one that recognizes the urban poor’s needs.

Shrayana Bhattacharya, economist at the World Bank, said while a lot of milestones have been
achieved particularly around payments and releasing money of state disaster response funds for
migrants, challenges include making sure that anyone who is excluded does not need to go to
multiple offices to access benefits. “Second would be to ensure there is an inter-governmental
fiscal transfer architecture whereby there is an umbrella social protection budget and states can
compensate each other for portability as well as the Centre," she said.

Of the $1 billion, $550 million will be financed by credit from the International Development
Association—the World Bank’s concessionary lending arm—and $200 million will be a loan from
the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD). The remaining $250 million
will be available on standard IBRD terms.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-05-17

INDIA OPPOSES REJOINING RCEP OVER CHINA
CONCERNS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: RCEP and India

Ashok Malik  

As the deadline for a response to a fresh proposal of India rejoining negotiations on the ASEAN-
led trade Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) ran out on Friday, a senior
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) official indicated that global post-COVID-19 concerns over
China had strengthened India’s opposition to the grouping.

“If anything the COVID-19 experience and the experience of countries that have been overly
dependent on imports from China or one country would have reinforced and revalidated the
decision to stay out of the RCEP,” said Ashok Malik, policy adviser in the MEA.

The letter sent by the RCEP’s Trade Negotiating Committee (TNC) Chairperson last month, had
an offer to reconsider India’s objections to giving market access for a “limited number of
products”, if it would rejoin the talks.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced India’s decision to quit the grouping, which
includes the 10 ASEAN nations, Australia, China, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea in
November, citing lack of protection for country’s agricultural sector among others.

After pulling out of the grouping, India skipped at least two separate meetings it was invited to,
including one in Bali in February, and a virtual meeting in April. At the April RCEP-TNC meeting ,
negotiators who ironed out legal issues with the pact committed to signing the agreement by the
end of 2020.

“The RCEP will provide a more stable and predictable economic environment to support the
much-needed recovery of trade and investment in the region, which has been adversely affected
by the COVID-19 pandemic,” said a statement issued on April 30, which added that “Against this
backdrop, the 15 [countries] reaffirmed their commitment to continue working with India to
address its outstanding issues…[and] would welcome India’s return to the RCEP negotiations.”

However, Mr. Malik said India’s experience of trade pacts in the past was that they had
“hollowed out” manufacturing in the country, and would hamper the government’s renewed
commitment to the ‘Make in India’ policy. “At a time when our ‘Make in India’ programme is
moving from Level 1 to Level 2, and it has to go to Level 10, I think it was a good decision [to
leave RCEP],” he said, speaking at a web seminar organised by the Carnegie India Foundation.

Significantly, Australian High Commissioner-Designate Barry O’Farrell cited the ‘Make in India’
policy as the reason for India to join. Australia and Japan have been at the forefront of efforts to
convince India to rejoin the RCEP as a possible counterweight to China in the grouping that
would represent a third of global trade.

“If India did want to rejoin the [RCEP] negotiations, there would be no better time than now,
because it would send a signal to the world that not only is India an attractive place to invest, but
also, its potential of being a global manufacturing hub as envisaged by the government’s ‘Make
in India’ policy was realisable” Mr. O’Farrell said.
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GETTING INDIA BACK TO THE AFGHAN HIGH TABLE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

If India’s foreign and security policy planners had anticipated developments in Afghanistan they
would have pursued nimble approaches, seeking to establish open connections with all its
political groups, including with those perceived to be in Pakistan’s pocket. Instead, they
continued to rigidly cling to Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani even as his equities diminished
with each passing month. This, despite his becoming the winner of the presidential elections
held in September last year but whose contested results were declared five months later.

Inexplicably, Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated Mr. Ghani for winning the elections, in
December 2019. At that stage, the Afghanistan election commission had only announced the
preliminary results and most countries maintained a discreet silence. It took the commission two
months more to declare Mr. Ghani as President-elect, a result that was rejected by Mr. Ghani’s
main rival, Abdullah Abdullah. It led to two simultaneous swearing-ins; both Mr. Ghani and Mr.
Abdullah took oath as President. It is true that the international community ultimately supported
Mr. Ghani but qualified it with an insistence that he enters into a real power-sharing agreement
with Mr. Abdullah. That agreement has just been reached. It will inevitably further weaken Mr.
Ghani.

India welcomes Ghani-Abdullah pact

How has Mr. Ghani reciprocated India’s such unqualified backing? His clear and public response
came last month in a manner. It could only have been disappointing to Indian decision makers.
The United Nations Secretariat organised a meeting on Afghanistan where it invited the six
current physical neighbours of Afghanistan—China, Pakistan, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan. In addition, invitations were extended to the United States, Russia and the Ghani
government. Obviously, Mr. Ghani did not condition his participation on India’s inclusion. He
should have done so if only for the constructive role New Delhi has played in Afghanistan’s
reconstruction since the Taliban were ousted from the country in 2001-2002 after 9/11. Also, for
consistently supporting him.

If Indian policymakers had adequately pondered on Mr. Ghani’s stance they would have recalled
his position on India in the immediate aftermath of assuming the leadership of the National Unity
Government brokered by the Americans in September 2014. He had then relegated India to the
fourth concentric circle of five in importance to Afghan interests. Hence, it is not surprising that
he did not bat adequately for India to become part of the meeting called by the UN. Indeed, if all
his fine words of India’s importance to Afghanistan were actually true, he would have lobbied
and ensured India’s participation.

So much for Mr. Ghani. What truly cut India more to the quick was the U.S. going along with
India’s absence. So much for the personal chemistry of the leaders of the two countries. The day
after the meeting, Zalmay Khalilzad, the U.S. point man on Afghanistan and the architect of the
Taliban deal, spoke to India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar to assuage hurt sentiments.
But the balm of good words cannot obscure the basic fact that the U.S. acts to promote its
interests in Afghanistan. It obviously expects that if in doing so Indian interests are exposed,
India will protect them as best as it can.

India must not give Taliban legitimacy until it joins intra-Afghan talks, says former envoy Amar
Sinha
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The fine diplomatese of the Ministry of External Affairs statement of the conversation between
Mr. Khalilzad and Mr. Jaishankar and National Security Adviser Ajit Doval in Delhi on May 7
cannot override the blunt message conveyed by the U.S. official in his interview to this
newspaper, “‘India should talk directly to Taliban, discuss terror concerns directly’,” (The Hindu,
Inside pages, ‘Interview, Zalmay Khalilzad’, May 9, 2020). He noted that despite India’s
contributions to Afghanistan’s economic development — and these are undeniably significant
covering large parts of the country, and are popular — as well as its long history of contacts with
that country, it does not have a place in international diplomacy on Afghanistan. As Mr. Khalilzad
put it: “But when it comes to international efforts, India yet does not have a role that it could.” He
patronisingly added that the U.S. wants India to have a more active role in the peace process.

Clearly, as the most significant power in the region, India should have ensured that it had a
place on the table and should have devised ways to achieve that end. This is especially so
because Afghanistan impacts on India’s interests, especially its security concerns. The question
that India’s security and foreign policy decision makers should therefore ask themselves is this:
why did the powers not consider India’s participation vital to the present peace-making efforts,
especially when the U.S.-Taliban deal was concluded leading to a possible new stage in
Afghanistan’s evolution?

India may have to open dialogue with Taliban, say observers

Mr. Khalilzad offered first a clue. He followed it up with what is the obvious reason. He said, “I do
think engagement between India and all the key players in Afghanistan, not only in terms of the
government but also in terms of the political forces, society and the Afghan body politic is
appropriate….” Responding to a question of groups in Afghanistan targeting India he said, “I
believe that dialogue between India and the Taliban are important, and it would be important that
issues of concerns like this [terrorism] are raised directly.” Taking Mr. Khalilzad’s views in their
entirety, it is clear that he feels that by avoiding open contacts with the Taliban, India has
reduced its role in international diplomatic efforts.

That the U.S. is currently crucially dependent on Pakistan for the successful implementation of
its Taliban deal aimed at securing as orderly a withdrawal as possible from what is a major
strategic reverse for the world’s pre-eminent power is not in doubt. Mr. Khalilzad’s positive words
for Pakistan make it clear. More significant is his comment, “Our strong position is that there
shouldn’t be [terror] sanctuaries on either side of the Afghan-Pakistan border….” This is in sharp
contrast to U.S. President Donald Trump’s earlier focus only on Taliban sanctuaries in Pakistan.

In such a situation, it was essential for India to have maintained its strong links with the Afghan
government, built and supported its traditional Afghan allies — perhaps this was discreetly
resumed — but also establish open lines of communication with the Taliban. This was especially
because they were informally conveying that India should not consider them as Pakistan’s
puppets and also because they had gained international recognition. Contacts and discussions
do not mean acceptance of their ways or that their professions of not being Pakistan’s stooges
should not have been tested.

India should talk directly to Taliban, says U.S. Special Envoy Zalmay Khalilzad

It is sad that despite all that India has done in Afghanistan over the past 18 years since the
Taliban were ousted from Kabul in 2001, it finds itself on the margins of international diplomacy
on Afghanistan. It is reminiscent of the time in the 1990s when, at Pakistan’s insistence, India
was considered a problem and kept out of crucial global forums on Afghanistan. It did not matter
then because along with Iran and Russia, it kept the resistance to the Taliban going through
Ahmed Shah Masood. Mr. Ghani is no Masood and there are no countries on the horizon which
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are really opposed to the Taliban acquiring a major place in the Afghanistan’s formal power
structures.

India needs to take corrective diplomatic action even at this late stage, and even in the time of
COVID-19. It must begin openly talking to the Taliban and with all political groups in the country.
It must realise that its Afghan policy needs changes.

Vivek Katju is a former Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-05-19

A POST-PANDEMIC WORLD ORDER
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

A technician prepares COVID-19 coronavirus patient samples for testing at a laboratory in New
York's Long Island on March 11, 2020.   | Photo Credit: AP

As the world starts recovering from the debilitating impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, nations
will draw on all their reserves to ensure that their place in the global pecking order is largely
maintained. Among many factors, dogma, ideology and notions of power merit serious attention
as non-quantifiable national characteristics that could either impede or accelerate the recovery
process.

Dogma has traditionally been linked to religious beliefs. Since World War II, however, it has
incorporated several strains of ideological and enduring civilisational beliefs. Take the case of
China, for example, which is attempting to upstage, or at least match, the U.S. as the principal
global hegemon. Realising that mere ideology was not enough to propel it to that position, Mao
Zedong’s successors have drawn on two civilisational markers from Chinese history that have
troubled the Chinese people for centuries: the ‘Middle Kingdom’ syndrome and ‘the Century of
Humiliation’. While the first marker builds on the glory of the Ming Dynasty (late 14th century to
mid-17th century) and the centrality of the Han people in a world order that saw China as the
most prosperous nation in the world, it also reminds the Chinese people of the dangers that lurk
around its periphery. Chinese leaders often draw attention to the Mongol rule (late 13th century
to mid-14th century) and over two centuries of misrule by the Manchus and the Qing Dynasty
(mid-17th century to early 20th century) as examples of this. The second marker draws on the
stripping of China of its honour and resources by multiple colonial powers during the ‘Century of
Humiliation’ from the mid-19th century to the time of the emergence of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949. These markers from Chinese history have gradually become dogma and seen as
a blot on Chinese history that need resolution.

Realising in the 1980s that Maoist ideology no longer appealed to the Chinese people, Deng
reintroduced Confucianism as a much-needed intellectual and ethical prop to China’s push for
‘great power’ status. Sun Tzu re-emerged as China’s answer to Clausewitz and for a few
decades it appeared that these would soften traditional Chinese dogma. It also raised hopes that
China would largely play by the existing rules and bide its time.

Xi Jinping, however, has been a leader in a hurry. In the process, he has perpetuated the
deepened hurt of the Chinese people to an extent that it has become embedded dogma. He has
abandoned Confucianism and the ethical pursuit of power, and fallen back on hard-core
communist ideology. Hard power and muscular nationalism coupled with a neo-colonial and
mercantilist attitude towards vulnerable nations seems to be the new strategy to compete with
the U.S. While this strategy seemed to be working at a time when the U.S. appeared to be
looking inwards and showing signs of strategic fatigue, President Xi’s ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative demonstrated an overreach that had the potential to backfire as it created a sense of
fear of, rather than respect for, China. Then came the pandemic and it is worth pondering over
whether holding on to historical dogma, ideology and notions of power will hold the same
potential in the accumulation of power, or whether nations which are willing to live in the moment
and be sensitive to the global environment will fare better. China will be worse off should it prefer
the former course. Its continued aggressive posture along the Line of Actual Control only
confirms this rigid position.

The U.S.’s recovery will be impeded by embedded notions of power which have resulted in a

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AP/
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strategic oversight and fatigue of sorts. The pandemic has tested the U.S. state’s capacity,
capability and competency. However, the U.S.’s economic resilience, restless people,
institutional robustness and intellectual reserves will help it pull through.

India is neither afflicted by unreasonable expectations of power, ideological dogma, or haunted
by accentuated perceptions of historical hurt. Despite its own centuries of conquest and
exploitation by invaders and colonial powers, it has demonstrated resilience, learnt to let go and
embraced the good that emerged from the centuries of darkness. That is a demonstration of
flexibility, which is good in troubled times such as these. Yes, it does have societal fissures and
serious issues of compliance, but those can be mended with national resilience and improved
public discipline and good leadership. If India weathers the entire pandemic cycle as it has
coped with the initial storm, it should be better placed than the two leading powers to recover. It
will be a fascinating global strategic landscape to observe as a post-COVID-19 world order
emerges, and for sure, India could play an important role in its possible transformation.

Arjun Subramaniam is a strategic analyst and military historian
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CHINA ACCUSES INDIA OF TRESPASSING INTO ITS
TERRITORY IN LADAKH'S GALWAN VALLEY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

NEW DELHI: China's border defence troops have increased control measures in the Ladakh
region in response to India's "recent, illegal construction of defence facilities" across the border
"into Chinese territory," according to a report on the website of Beijing-based Global Times on
Monday.

Indian troops have been crossing the boundary line since early May in the Galwan Valley region-
-in the contested Aksai Chin area--and "entering Chinese territory," the report said. In response
to this, the Chinese side has strengthened its own positions, the report added citing an unnamed
source said.

"The Indian side built defense fortifications and obstacles to disrupt Chinese border defence
troops' normal patrol activities, purposefully instigated conflicts and attempted to unilaterally
change the current border control situation," the report quoted the unnamed source as saying.

“The Galwan Valley region is Chinese territory, and the local border control situation was very
clear. The actions by the Indian side have seriously violated China and India's agreements on
border issues, violated China's territorial sovereignty and harmed military relations between the
two countries," the report said.

There was no comment from the Indian side on Monday’s report.

But last week, Indian media reports had said Indian and Chinese troops were engaged in
physical combat in two places along their disputed border in north Sikkim and in Ladakh. The
Indian side had confirmed the two incidents as well as a third in which Indian Air Force had
conducted sorties by its Sukhoi-30 fighter jets close to the un-demarcated border in response to
the Chinese side flying helicopters on their side.

India, in a statement, had attributed the incidents to borders not being delineated since 1962
when both sides went to war that ended badly for India. Many rounds of talks have failed to yield
a solution to the border problem though both sides have signed agreements in 1993, 1996,
2005, and 2013 to stabilise the border and maintain peace between the two countries.
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AFGHAN PRESIDENT, RIVAL SIGN POWER SHARING
DEAL

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Step towards peace:Ashraf Ghani, right, and Abdullah Abdullah exchanging documents in
Kabul.AFPHANDOUT  

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani and political rival Abdullah Abdullah have signed a power-
sharing agreement two months after both declared themselves the winner of last September’s
presidential election.

Mr. Ghani spokesman Sediq Sediqqi tweeted on Sunday that a political deal between Mr. Ghani
and Mr. Abdullah had been signed, in which Mr. Ghani would remain President of the war-torn
nation. The deal calls for Abdullah to lead the country’s National Reconciliation High Council and
some members of Abdullah’s team would be included in Ghani’s Cabinet.

Reconciliation Council

The Reconciliation Council has been given the authority to handle and approve all affairs related
to Afghanistan’s peace process.

Omed Maisam, a spokesman for Mr. Abdullah’s team, confirmed an agreement had been signed
at the presidential palace. “A technical team will work on the implementation of the agreement
and details will be shared later,” he said.

Afghanistan has been in political disarray since the country’s Election Commission in December
announced Mr. Ghani had won the September 28 election with more than 50% of the vote. Mr.
Abdullah had received more than 39% of the vote, according to the EC, but he and the Elections
Complaint Commission charged widespread voting irregularities.

Mr. Ghani and Mr. Abdullah both declared themselves president in parallel inauguration
ceremonies in March. They have been locked in a power struggle since then and the discord
prompted the Trump administration to announce it would cut $1 billion in assistance to
Afghanistan if the two weren’t able to work out their differences.

A peace agreement between the U.S. and the Taliban signed February 29 calls for U.S. and
NATO troops to leave Afghanistan. It was seen at the time as Afghanistan’s best chance at
peace in decades of war.

Since then, the U.S. has been trying to get the Taliban and the Afghan government to begin
intra-Afghan negotiations, but the political turmoil and personal acrimony between Mr. Ghani and
Mr. Abdullah impeded talks. Negotiations that were to take place in March never happened.

Despite 18 years and billions of dollars in international aid, Afghanistan remains desperately
poor. The poverty level soared from 35% of the population in 2012 to more than 55% last year.
Poverty in Afghanistan is defined as a person who survive on $1 or less a day. S

Successive Afghan governments, including Ghani’s, have been accused by international
watchdogs of widespread corruption.
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Meanwhile, Kabul and other cities are in lockdown to stem the spread of the coronavirus.
Afghanistan has performed only limited testing so far with about 22,000 tested.

The country has more than 6, 400 confirmed infections in a nation of 36.6 million. As more
testing becomes available, the country’s confirmed infection numbers will likely rise sharply,
according to public health officials. The death toll -— officially at 168 — is likely much higher.

The country’s health care system, devastated by four decades of war, is woefully unprepared for
a major outbreak.
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ISRAEL SWEARS IN UNITY GOVERNMENT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Israel’s Parliament swore in its new unity government on Sunday led by Prime Minister
Netanyahu and his former rival Benny Gantz, ending the longest political crisis in the nation’s
history.

Lawmakers in the 120-person parliament, the Knesset, formally approved the three-year
coalition government with 73 voting for and 49 against. One member was absent for the vote.

Addressing the Knesset before the vote, Mr. Netanyahu vowed to push on with controversial
plans to annex large parts of the occupied West Bank.

Mr. Netanyahu said his incoming government should apply Israeli sovereignty over West Bank
settlements.

“It’s time to apply the Israeli law and write another glorious chapter in the history of Zionism,” Mr.
Netanyahu said on the issue of Jewish settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory.

Such a move is seen likely to cause international uproar and inflame tensions in the West Bank,
home to nearly three million Palestinians and some 400,000 Israelis living in settlements
considered illegal under international law.

Netanyahu told the chamber that annexation “won’t distance us from peace, it will bring us
closer”.

Israel’s unity government starts work amid the coronavirus pandemic and after a political crisis
that saw three inconclusive elections and left the country in political limbo for more than 500
days.

The coalition government was agreed last month between veteran right-wing leader Netanyahu
and the centrist Gantz, a former army chief.
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INDIA HOPES AGREEMENT WILL ENSURE PEACE,
STABILITY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

India welcomed the agreement signed by Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani and his political
rival Abdullah Abdullah on Sunday, bringing them together in government and appointing Mr.
Abdullah to the High Peace Council tasked with talks with the Taliban.

The move is expected to speed up the intra-Afghan dialogue preparations that are already
delayed two months behind the planned date of March 10.

“India hopes the Political Agreement and creation of the High Council of National Reconciliation
will result in renewed efforts for establishing enduring peace and stability and putting an end to
externally sponsored terrorism and violence,” said a statement issued by the Ministry of External
Affairs.

New Delhi also called for an “immediate ceasefire” to help Afghanistan deal with the COVID-19
pandemic. The Taliban has thus far rejected all calls for a ceasefire.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Start your 14 days trial now. Sign Up

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

To continue enjoying The Hindu, You can turn off your ad blocker or Subscribe to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=31611005&utm_campaign=tp-international&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/recur_subscription?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=31611005&utm_campaign=tp-international
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 53

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-05-20

BEHIND NEW INCIDENTS, A CHANGED DYNAMIC
ALONG INDIA-CHINA BORDER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

On vigil:A file photo of an Army patrol in sub-sector North along the Line of Actual Control with
China.Dinakar Peri  

A greater capability by India to patrol up to the Line of Actual Control (LAC) coupled with an
increasingly assertive Chinese posture is fuelling new tensions along the border, according to
former senior Indian officials.

Indian and Chinese troops have been involved in as many as four incidents in recent weeks
along the undefined LAC. On Monday, Chinese state media said the People’s Liberation Army
was “tightening control” in one of the flashpoints in Galwan Valley in the western sector, after it
accused India of “unilaterally” changing the status quo by “illegal construction”. A build-up has
also been reported in Demchok in Ladakh.

Separately, troops from both sides were involved in fisticuffs that led to injuries following stand-
off incidents on May 5 near the Pangong Tso lake in Eastern Ladakh and on May 9 in Naku La
in North Sikkim. Army Chief General Manoj Naravane said on May 14 the two incidents were not
related and there had been “aggressive behaviour and minor injuries on both sides”. Both sides
had since disengaged at these two spots.

Face-off incidents occur routinely in the summer months when both sides are able to more
frequently patrol up to their respective perceptions of the LAC. Detailed protocols are in place for
troops to handle such incidents. According to the 2005 protocol on modalities for implementing
confidence-building measures, neither “shall use force or threaten to use force” and “both sides
shall treat each other with courtesy and refrain from any provocative actions”.

The 2013 Border Defence Cooperation Agreement said patrols “shall not follow or tail patrols of
the other side in areas where there is no common understanding” of the LAC. It called for both
sides to “exercise maximum self-restraint, refrain from any provocative actions, not use force or
threaten to use force against the other side” in face-offs.

“With more intensified patrolling on both sides, the open space available has shrunk, so face-to-
face situations will occur; what is different is the aggressive manner in which Chinese troops
behaved and prevented Indian troops from patrolling,” said Ashok Kantha, Ambassador to China
from 2014 to 2016. Jostling and fisticuffs were a cause for concern because they could lead to
unintended consequences or escalation, he said. “There is a larger pattern that the Chinese are
becoming more assertive in pursuing their territorial claims in contested areas, that is happening
both in the South China Sea and along the India China border.”

India has been upgrading its infrastructure along the border, thereby allowing troops to patrol
with greater depth and frequency into areas where the Chinese had, by virtue of favourable
terrain and better infrastructure, established a more frequent presence. That is now being
challenged.

By December 2022, all 61 strategic roads along the border, spread across Arunachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir, Sikkim, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh, will be completed, adding up
to 3,417 km in length.
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On-the-ground dynamic

These incidents were more likely fuelled by the on-the-ground dynamic than other geopolitical
factors or tensions, such as India’s tightening of FDI from China or the COVID-19 pandemic,
said Gautam Bambawale, who was India’s Ambassador to China from 2017 to 2018.

“I don’t see a link between FDI tightening and these incidents, it does not work that way,” he
said. “What is happening is both sides are patrolling more aggressively. As a result of that, it is
more than likely that you will run into each other, because of better connectivity and roads on
both sides.”

Clarifying perceptions of the LAC could help, but China has stalled the process. “They are afraid
the LAC will become the boundary,” Mr. Bambawale said. “Our point is we don’t have to
negotiate one common line, but negotiate a line that they don’t cross, and another line that we
don’t cross.”

If tactical imperatives are driving recent incidents, they could have strategic consequences, said
Zorawar Daulet Singh, adjunct fellow at the Institute of Chinese Studies. “India is seeking to
restore a balance, to the extent that it is possible given enduring advantages of terrain and
logistics on the Chinese side, by creating road and air connectivity to the LAC,” he said. “The
PLA is rattled by this. With both sides now engaged in forward policies and convinced of their
right to do so, it makes for an explosive mix.”
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PAKISTAN AS BOTH TERROR PERPETRATOR AND
VICTIM

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

The recent encounter, at Handwara in northern Kashmir, where Indian security forces took on
terrorists, left five security personnel, including a colonel, dead. This has once again brought to
the fore the terrorist threat emanating from Pakistan. Analysts of terrorism are well aware of the
paradox that Pakistan is both possibly the leading perpetrator of terrorism and a major victim of
the same menace.

This contradiction can be traced to the deliberate policy of the Pakistani state to create and
foster terrorist groups in order to engage in low intensity warfare with its neighbours. Pakistan
first operationalised this strategy in regard to Afghanistan following the overthrow of Zahir Shah
by his cousin Daud Khan in 1973 and intensified it with the cooperation of the U.S. and Saudi
Arabia after the Marxist coup of 1978.

Also read | Pakistan’s experience shows why instrumentalising religion is dangerous

The Soviet withdrawal in 1989 left the Pakistani military with a large surplus of Islamist fighters
that it had trained and armed. Islamabad decided to use this “asset” to intensify the insurgency
in the Kashmir Valley. However, the decade-long Afghan “jihad” had also radicalised a
substantial segment of the Pakistani population, especially in the North-West Frontier Province
and Punjab, as well as augmented sectarian divisions not only between Sunnis and Shias but
also among various Sunni sects — especially between the puritanical Deobandis and the more
syncretic and Sufi-oriented Barelvis.

In the process, a number of homegrown terrorist groups emerged that the Pakistan Army co-
opted for its use in Kashmir and the rest of India. But, it soon became clear that Pakistan had
created a set of Frankenstein’s monsters some of whom turned against their creator especially
after the Musharraf government, under American pressure, decided to collaborate with the latter
in the overthrow of the Taliban regime in Afghanistan.

But not all terrorist groups acted in this way. Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), the group involved in the
latest terrorist encounter in Handwara, is a classic example of a “loyalist” terrorist organisation
that has played by the rules set by the Pakistani military. It only launches attacks on targets
outside Pakistan, primarily in India. As the evidence in the case of the Mumbai carnage of 2008
clearly indicates LeT operations are coordinated with the Inter-Services Intelligence that
provides it with intelligence and logistical support in addition to identifying specific targets.

This is why the LeT and its front organisations have continued to receive the military’s patronage
and unstinting support. Consequently, its leader, Hafiz Saeed, was until recently provided
protection by the Pakistani state despite being designated an international terrorist by the UN
and the U.S. putting a $10 million bounty on his head. A Pakistani court finally sentenced Saeed
to 11 years in prison in February for terror financing activities in order to stave off the global anti-
terror watchdog, Financial Action Task Force (FATF), blacklisting Pakistan as a terror financing
state.

Comment | The mixed signals from Pakistan

At the other end of this good-bad spectrum lies the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP), which

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/colonel-major-among-5-personnel-killed-in-jks-handwara/article31493302.ece
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has ideological affinity with the Afghan Taliban. The TTP and its affiliates have fought pitched
battles with the Pakistan Army in the Federally-Administered Tribal Areas and parts of the
NWFP (now Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa). While both the LeT and the Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) have
been engaged in attacks on Indian targets identified by Pakistan’s ISI, the latter has not
hesitated to launch terrorist attacks on targets within Pakistan as well, especially against the
Shias and Sufi shrines.

Leading Pakistan watcher Christine Fair in her book, Fighting to the End: The Pakistan Army’s
Way of War, explains that the difference between LeT and JeM lies in the fact that while the
former is more pragmatic and less ideological, the latter is highly ideological and sectarian. JeM
draws its ideological inspiration from a very extreme form of Deobandi puritanism that considers
all those who do not believe in its philosophy beyond the pale of Islam and, therefore, legitimate
targets of attack. For many JeM diehards, these include not only Shias and Barelvis but also the
Pakistani state and the Pakistani military.

LeT on the other hand does not consider Muslims of different theological orientations as non-
believers and therefore legitimate targets of attack. According to Ms. Fair, this relatively “liberal”
interpretation is related to the fact that LeT draws its ideological inspiration from the sect called
the Ahl-e-Hadis, which composes only a small proportion of Pakistan’s Muslim population and
cannot afford to engage in sectarian conflict. Moreover, it draws its membership from different
Muslim sects including the Sufi-oriented Barelvis and the puritanical Deobandis. Both these
factors drive LeT toward greater tolerance in sectarian terms and to eschew intra-Islamic
theological battles. Its primary goals are political; above all, driving India out of Kashmir. This
jells well with the objectives of the Pakistani military and makes LeT and Hafiz Saeed, favourites
of the Pakistani establishment.

Comment | Muslim, Islamic, Indian, or all of the above: on Pakistan’s identity crisis

This narrative makes one thing very clear. Many of the terrorist groups were deliberately created
by the Pakistani state to serve its purposes. However, its ability to control the various terrorist
outfits is uneven and some of them have turned against their creator. It establishes the fact that
using terrorist outfits for state objectives is a highly risky business whose blowback cannot be
predicted and can have very negative consequences for the stability of the state itself.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University
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LIPU LEKH PASS: NEPAL SHOULD RECONCILE TO
REALITY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal
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There has been a dip in the relationship between India and Nepal in the past month. Two issues
have contributed to it. The first was an internal rift within the Nepal Communist Party (NCP)
where Prime Minister (PM) KP Sharma Oli faced a challenge from senior party leaders and
former PMs, Pushpa Kamal Dahal “Prachanda” and Madhav Kumar Nepal. The crisis was
defused after China mediated a deal between the leaders. If there were any doubts about the
Chinese investment in the NCP and backing for Mr Oli, it was dispelled. Delhi noted the
development, quietly.

The second, more public, episode has been the controversy over the border. India inaugurated a
road that crosses through Lipu Lekh Pass, part of an area both countries claim as their own.
There is a long history to claims and counter-claims, but what is relevant is this. India possesses
the territory; it sees it strategically important; and it will continue to expand infrastructure. The
issue is, however, a subject of ultra-nationalist politics in Nepal. Mr Oli’s own nationalist politics
(which seems to disappear when it comes to China), and domestic political opinion resulted in
Kathmandu taking a strong position. While Beijing supports Mr Oli in general, domestic factors
are driving Nepal’s rhetoric on this issue. In fact, India and China, in 2015, agreed to have trade
across the pass, an acknowledgement by Beijing of India’s control over the area. Nepal should
reconcile to the status quo and stop its anti-India rhetoric. India can offer a diplomatic sop by
agreeing to start a dialogue on border issues. But Delhi must be vigilant, and keep a check on
the Chinese-backed Oli regime.
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BORDER DISPUTES WITH CHINA, NEPAL AMID COVID
ADD TO INDIA’S WORRIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

India seems to be facing border problems with two of its neighbours–China and Nepal–while
grappling with rising cases of covid-19 at home and a cyclone along its east coast.

India’s border challenges are not new. The India-China border problem dates back to the 1962
war. The lack of a clearly demarcated boundary between the two countries continues despite
countless rounds of talks. The current tensions have erupted in an area in Ladakh in Kashmir
with Indian and Chinese armies bringing in reinforcements into Demchok, Daulat Beg Oldie and
around Galwan river as well as Pangong Tso lake in Ladakh, said two people, requesting
anonymity. There is also some tension in northern Sikkim.

The current India-China tensions “are a reminder that Chinese aggression is not always
rhetorical", said assistant secretary of state for south Asian affairs of the US state department, at
an event in Washington on Wednesday.

The India-Nepal boundary issue, too, is decades old. Both countries claim territory that lies at
the tri-junction of India, Nepal and China. India and Nepal had both shown Kalapani and
Lipulekh in their political maps, but Kathmandu this week brought out a new map that shows a
new area, which is Limpiyadhura, within its boundaries.

The trigger for the recent rise in tensions was Kathmandu’s objection to India inaugurating a
road connecting the Lipulekh pass with Dharchula in Uttarakhand. India said the road lies within
Pithoragarh district and will give Indian pilgrims easier access to Kailash Mansarovar. But
Nepal‘s premier KP Sharma Oli said Lipulekh, Kalapani and Limpiyadhura belong to Nepal and
vowed to “reclaim" them through political and diplomatic efforts, PTI reported.

On both issues, India has issued measured reactions.

Last week, India’s foreign ministry spokesman Anurag Srivastava said New Delhi “remains
committed to the objective of maintaining peace and tranquillity in the India-China border areas".
Indian army chief Manoj Mukund Naravane said Indian troops have always upheld peace and
tranquillity along the frontier.

In a separate statement, the army said incidents along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) happen
because of differing perceptions of where the frontier lies.

Indian and Chinese troops had clashed in eastern Ladakh near Pangong Lake on 5 May and in
north Sikkim on 8 May. Soldiers on both sides were injured in the incidents, which marked the
first major flare-up along the LAC since the 73-day standoff at Doklam in 2017. As it stands,
China claims 90,000 sqkm of Indian territory and occupies another 38,000 sqkm in Jammu and
Kashmir. Besides, under the boundary agreement of March 1963, Pakistan illegally ceded 5,180
sqkm of Indian territory in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir to China.Former Indian ambassador to
China Gautam Bambawale said: “Improvement in transportation and communications have led
to the two armies patrolling these border areas better, more frequently. Hence, the possibility of
patrols coming face-to-face is greater. This is the dynamics we are seeing. But, there are
detailed Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) to de-escalate such situations and both sides
should stick to these."
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SECOND ADDENDUM ON PROTOCOL ON INLAND
WATER TRANSIT AND TRADE BETWEEN INDIA AND
BANGLADESH, 2020

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Bangladesh

People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the Republic of India have a long standing and time-tested
Protocol on Transit and Trade through inland waterways of both countries. This Protocol, which
was first signed in 1972 (immediately after independence of Bangladesh), is a reflection of
shared history and friendship between the two countries. It was last renewed in 2015 for five
years with a provision for its automatic renewal for a further period of five years giving long term
assurance to various stakeholders.

         The Standing Committee on the Protocol and the Shipping Secretary level Talks are the
institutional arrangements between the two friendly neighbors to discuss and make the Protocol
more effective. During the discussions between India and Bangladesh at these meetings held in
October, 2018 in New Delhi and in December, 2019 in Dhaka, key decisions were taken on the
extension of protocol routes, inclusion of new routes and declaration of new Ports of Call to
facilitate trade between the two countries. These decisions have been made effective with the
signing of 2nd Addendum to the Protocol today

Routes: The number of Indo Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) routes are being increased from 8
to 10 and new locations are also added to the existing routes: -

Bangladesh

India

Ports of Call

Extended Ports of Call

Ports of Call

Extended Ports of Call

Narayanganj

Ghorasal

Kolkata

Tribeni (Bandel)

Khulna

--

Haldia
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--

Mongla

--

Karimganj

Badarpur

Sirajganj

--

Pandu

--

Ashuganj

--

Shilghat

--

Pangaon

Muktarpur

Dhubri

--

Rajshahi

--

Dhulian

--

Sultanganj

--

Maia

--

Chilmari

--
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Kolaghat

--

Daudkandi

--

Sonamura

--

Bahadurabad

--

Jogigopha

--

 

Ports of Call:Presently.There are six Ports of Call each in India and Bangladesh under
the Protocol. Five more Ports of Call and two more extended Ports of Call have been
added, increasing the number to eleven Ports of Call and two extended Ports of Call in
each country as listed below:

Inclusion of Jogigopha in India and Bahadurabad in Bangladesh as new Port of Call will provide
connectivity to Meghalaya, Assam and Bhutan. Jogigopha also becomes important, since, a
Multimodal Logistics Park is proposed to be established there.The new Ports of Call would
enable the loading and unloading of cargo transported on the Indo Bangladesh Protocol Route
and provide a stimulus to the economic development of the new locations and their hinterland.

Movement on shallow draft mechanized vessels: As a path-breaking development, both
sides have agreed to introduce trade between Chilmari (Bangladesh) and Dhubri (India)
through the use of shallow draft mechanized vessels, provided these are registered
under Inland Shipping Ordinance 1976 of Bangladesh or Inland Vessels Act, 1917 of India
as per provisions of Article 1.3 of the Protocol and conform to safety requirements. This
initiative will allow export of stone chips and other Bhutanese and North East cargo to
Bangladesh and easy access for the traders to the hinterland of Bangladesh, enhancing
the local economy in Bangladesh and the lower Assam region of India.

New opportunities on cargo movement: Under this Protocol, Inland vessels of both the
countries can ply on the designated protocol route and dock at Ports of Call in each
country, notified for loading/unloading of cargo. There has been significant improvement
in the movement of cargo vessels in an organized manner on the Protocol route carrying
both the transit cargo to North East(NE) region of India and vice-versa and export-cargo
to Bangladesh. The Indian transit cargo is mainly coal, fly-ash, POL and ODC for power
projects in NE region. The other potential cargo for movement is fertilizers, cement, food
grains, agricultural products, containerized cargo etc. The export cargo from India to
Bangladesh is mainly fly-ash which is to the tune of 30 lakhs MT per annum. Around 638
inland vessels (including 600 Bangladeshi flag vessels) completed with approximately
4000 loaded voyages annually.



Page 64

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

It is expected that the above modifications to the Protocol will further facilitate the trade between
two countries with improved reliability and cost effectiveness.

The 2nd Addendum to the Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade was signed at Dhaka on
20th May, 2020 by the HE High Commissioner of India in Bangladesh on behalf of the Republic
of India; and by Secretary (Shipping) on behalf of People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

******

YB/AP

People’s Republic of Bangladesh and the Republic of India have a long standing and time-tested
Protocol on Transit and Trade through inland waterways of both countries. This Protocol, which
was first signed in 1972 (immediately after independence of Bangladesh), is a reflection of
shared history and friendship between the two countries. It was last renewed in 2015 for five
years with a provision for its automatic renewal for a further period of five years giving long term
assurance to various stakeholders.

         The Standing Committee on the Protocol and the Shipping Secretary level Talks are the
institutional arrangements between the two friendly neighbors to discuss and make the Protocol
more effective. During the discussions between India and Bangladesh at these meetings held in
October, 2018 in New Delhi and in December, 2019 in Dhaka, key decisions were taken on the
extension of protocol routes, inclusion of new routes and declaration of new Ports of Call to
facilitate trade between the two countries. These decisions have been made effective with the
signing of 2nd Addendum to the Protocol today

Routes: The number of Indo Bangladesh Protocol (IBP) routes are being increased from 8
to 10 and new locations are also added to the existing routes: -

Bangladesh

India

Ports of Call

Extended Ports of Call

Ports of Call

Extended Ports of Call

Narayanganj

Ghorasal

Kolkata

Tribeni (Bandel)

Khulna

--
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Haldia

--

Mongla

--

Karimganj

Badarpur

Sirajganj

--

Pandu

--

Ashuganj

--

Shilghat

--

Pangaon

Muktarpur

Dhubri

--

Rajshahi

--

Dhulian

--

Sultanganj

--

Maia

--

Chilmari
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--

Kolaghat

--

Daudkandi

--

Sonamura

--

Bahadurabad

--

Jogigopha

--

 

Ports of Call:Presently.There are six Ports of Call each in India and Bangladesh under
the Protocol. Five more Ports of Call and two more extended Ports of Call have been
added, increasing the number to eleven Ports of Call and two extended Ports of Call in
each country as listed below:

Inclusion of Jogigopha in India and Bahadurabad in Bangladesh as new Port of Call will provide
connectivity to Meghalaya, Assam and Bhutan. Jogigopha also becomes important, since, a
Multimodal Logistics Park is proposed to be established there.The new Ports of Call would
enable the loading and unloading of cargo transported on the Indo Bangladesh Protocol Route
and provide a stimulus to the economic development of the new locations and their hinterland.

Movement on shallow draft mechanized vessels: As a path-breaking development, both
sides have agreed to introduce trade between Chilmari (Bangladesh) and Dhubri (India)
through the use of shallow draft mechanized vessels, provided these are registered
under Inland Shipping Ordinance 1976 of Bangladesh or Inland Vessels Act, 1917 of India
as per provisions of Article 1.3 of the Protocol and conform to safety requirements. This
initiative will allow export of stone chips and other Bhutanese and North East cargo to
Bangladesh and easy access for the traders to the hinterland of Bangladesh, enhancing
the local economy in Bangladesh and the lower Assam region of India.

New opportunities on cargo movement: Under this Protocol, Inland vessels of both the
countries can ply on the designated protocol route and dock at Ports of Call in each
country, notified for loading/unloading of cargo. There has been significant improvement
in the movement of cargo vessels in an organized manner on the Protocol route carrying
both the transit cargo to North East(NE) region of India and vice-versa and export-cargo
to Bangladesh. The Indian transit cargo is mainly coal, fly-ash, POL and ODC for power
projects in NE region. The other potential cargo for movement is fertilizers, cement, food
grains, agricultural products, containerized cargo etc. The export cargo from India to
Bangladesh is mainly fly-ash which is to the tune of 30 lakhs MT per annum. Around 638
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inland vessels (including 600 Bangladeshi flag vessels) completed with approximately
4000 loaded voyages annually.

It is expected that the above modifications to the Protocol will further facilitate the trade between
two countries with improved reliability and cost effectiveness.

The 2nd Addendum to the Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade was signed at Dhaka on
20th May, 2020 by the HE High Commissioner of India in Bangladesh on behalf of the Republic
of India; and by Secretary (Shipping) on behalf of People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

******

YB/AP
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CHINA MOVES TO IMPOSE HONG KONG SECURITY
LAW, STIRRING OUTRAGE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Opposition lawmakers warned that Hong Kong’s status as an international financial center was
in jeopardy after China announced dramatic plans to rein in dissent by writing a new national
security law into the city’s charter.

Chinese lawmakers were preparing to soon pass measures that would curb secession, sedition,
foreign interference and terrorism in the former British colony, local media including the South
China Morning Post reported Thursday, citing unidentified people. The National People’s
Congress later confirmed plans to pass a bill establishing “an enforcement mechanism for
ensuring national security" for Hong Kong, without providing details.

The law was expected to pass China’s rubber-stamp parliament -- delayed from March by the
coronavirus outbreak -- before the end of its annual session May 28. NPC spokesman Zhang
Yesui told a news briefing Thursday that more details would be made public Friday, when
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang is slated to deliver a speech to the body’s opening meeting.

The legislation would still require several procedural steps including approval by the NPC’s
decision-making Standing Committee, which could come as early as next month, the SCMP
said. The move comes before citywide elections in September in which opposition members
hoped to gain an unprecedented majority of the Legislative Council.

“The is the end of Hong Kong," said Dennis Kwok, an opposition lawmaker representing the
legal sector. “I foresee that the status of Hong Kong as an international city will be gone very
soon."

Any attempt to impose security laws now could reignite the unrest that hammered the city’s
economy last year and serve as a flash point amid broader U.S.-China tensions. Protesters
urged democracy advocates to hold rallies across the city Thursday night, with one poster
describing the moment as a “battle of life and death," but mass demonstrations didn’t
immediately materialize.

Currency Weakens

The iShares MSCI Hong Kong ETF, the biggest listed exchange-traded fund, fell by 3.3% at
10:27 a.m. in New York, the biggest drop since the global market volatility two months ago. The
Hong Kong dollar abruptly weakened after an earlier report on the move. The currency slid as
much as 0.05%, the most since April 9, to 7.7539 versus the greenback.

“The market is taking this news negatively for Hong Kong given the likely return of violent protest
activities, higher risk for the U.S. to remove certain preferential terms for Hong Kong, such as
the special tariff status, and risk-off sentiment," said Becky Liu, head of China macro strategy at
Standard Chartered Bank Ltd.

Although national security laws are required to be passed by Article 23 of the Basic Law, Hong
Kong’s mini-constitution, successive governments have failed to pass them, with one effort in
2003 resulting in widespread street demonstrations. This new strategy could potentially allow
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authorities to skip the local legislative process, although the mechanics of how that would work
remained unclear.

“It is absolutely necessary that the country’s top legislature fulfill its obligation to guarantee
national security, by strengthening the legal framework with regard to Hong Kong," the state-run
China Daily said in a commentary. “There is nothing untoward in this as all countries attach the
utmost significance to national security, and the introduction of such a law will safeguard the
long-term stability and prosperity of Hong Kong."

Trump Showdown

The move sets up a potential election-year showdown with U.S. President Donald Trump, who
has come under pressure in Washington to reconsider the special trading status before the city’s
return to Chinese rule under a promise to maintain its liberal financial and political structure.
Secretary of State Michael Pompeo has delayed an annual report on whether the city still enjoys
a “high degree of autonomy" from Beijing, telling reporters Wednesday that he was “closely
watching what’s going on there."

On Thursday, Trump warned that the U.S. would respond to any move to curtail protests and
democratic movements in Hong Kong.

“I don’t know what it is because nobody knows yet," Trump, speaking to reporters as he left the
White House on Thursday, said about the possible Chinese actions. “If it happens, we’ll address
that issue very strongly." He didn’t elaborate.

A spokesman for the Hong Kong government and a spokeswoman for Chief Executive Carrie
Lam’s office declined to comment Thursday. Lam, whose legislation allowing extraditions to the
mainland ignited unprecedented unrest in the city last year, said this week that she viewed the
national security laws as an “important constitutional requirement for the government."

Chinese and Hong Kong officials have since last year repeatedly denounced violent protests as
“near-terrorist acts," with the police commissioner warning in recent months that the city “may be
heading into an era of terrorism." Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office chief Xia Baolong
outlined the government’s plans during a meeting earlier Thursday with Hong Kong
representatives, according to the news site HKO1, which was the first to report the proposal.

“National security is the bedrock underpinning the stability of the country," Zhang, the NPC
spokesman, said Thursday. “Safeguarding national security serves the fundamental interests of
all Chinese, Hong Kong compatriots included."

Flash Point

The proposal from the Hong Kong NPC delegates suggests passing the same security laws by
using Article 18, which permits the national legislature to pass laws relating to defense or foreign
affairs if, among other things, it believes there is “turmoil within the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region which endangers national unity or security and is beyond the control of
the government" or a state of emergency. Laws passed using this method include ones on
Chinese nationality, territorial boundaries and diplomatic and consular privileges and immunities.

Scuffles broke out in the Legislative Council this month as pro-democracy lawmakers sought to
block Beijing-backed bills, including one criminalizing disrespect for the national anthem. Some
protesters have called for demonstrators to surround the legislature to block the second reading
of the bill on May 27, almost 11 months after some demonstrators broke into and ransacked the



Page 70

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

chamber.

“This is them saying, ‘I am calling the shots. I am setting the parameters. Resistance is futile,’"
said Joseph Cheng, a retired political science professor and veteran pro-democracy activist. “It’s
part of their approach of no concessions, no dialogue."

The new measure would be compatible with Hong Kong law and wouldn’t impact the city’s
guarantee of an independent judiciary, the Hong Kong Economic Times reported, citing a person
it didn’t identify. The law would only affect a “small number" of people, the Economic Times said.

Danny Gittings, an academic who wrote the “Introduction to the Hong Kong Basic Law," said a
chief executive could only implement such laws by proclamation if the wording is identical to the
Chinese national law. The anthem measure, which was similarly imposed in 2017, still hasn’t
been passed by the Legislative Council.

“Even if it’s not a law enforceable in Hong Kong, it could still have a strong symbolic impact,"
Gittings said.
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KEEPING THE PEACE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
INDIA-CHINA BORDER TENSION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

With four incidents along the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in recent weeks, the India-China
border is witnessing the highest tensions since the Doklam stand-off in 2017. In the three years
since, both sides have done remarkably well to keep the peace. Prime Minister Modi and
President Xi both agreed differences should not be allowed to escalate into disputes. Also, a
clear message was sent to the two militaries to abide by the detailed protocols already in place,
such as those agreed to in 2005 and 2013. These regulate the activities of troops in the
contested zones that lie in between both sides’ overlapping claim lines of the undefined LAC. If
Army Chief General Manoj Naravane wisely sought to cool the temperatures with his May 14
statement, China has unhelpfully raised them. On May 19, its Foreign Ministry accused the
Indian Army of “attempting to unilaterally change the status” of the LAC. The stand-off in Ladakh
appears to have been triggered by China moving in troops to obstruct road construction activity
by India. Last year, India completed the Darbuk-Shyok-Daulet Beg Oldi (DBO) road which
connects Leh to the Karakoram Pass. India also maintains a key landing strip at DBO at 16,000
feet. The broader context for the tensions is the changing dynamic along the LAC. India has
been upgrading its roads as it plays catch-up, with China already enjoying an advantage in both
terrain and infrastructure. China now seems to be telling India it has no right to carry out the kind
of activity that Beijing has already done. India is well within its right to carry out construction
work. Delhi needs to remind Beijing that a fundamental principle that underpins all previous
agreements is recognising the right to mutual and equal security of the two sides.

The immediate priority is for both sides to use existing channels and step back. Flag meetings
between brigade commanders have so far been unable to break the stalemate. The incidents
have underlined how the new LAC situation is placing existing mechanisms under renewed
stress. India and China should grasp the current situation as an opportunity to revive the stalled
process of clarifying the LAC. China has resisted this as a distraction to the boundary
negotiations. But rather than agree on a line, both can instead simply seek to better understand
the claims of the other and reach a common understanding to regulate activity in these areas.
Clarifying the LAC may even provide a fresh impetus to the stalled boundary talks between the
Special Representatives. Beyond the posturing, both sides know a final settlement will ultimately
have to use the LAC as a basis, with only minor adjustments. Only a settlement will end the
shadow boxing on the LAC. With both countries in the midst of an unprecedented global
pandemic, the time to push for a settlement to a distracting, protracted dispute is now.
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LOWER THE TEMPERATURE, DEFUSE THE ISSUE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

The inauguration of a road from Dharchula to Lipu Lekh (China border) by India’s Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh (an event over videoconferencing on May 8) has now been followed by
Nepal’s charge claiming that the stretch passes though Nepalese territory.

This road follows the traditional pilgrim route for the Kailash-Mansarovar yatra. This is an
arduous walk, which I did in 1981, the year the yatra re-started after about 25 years, when India
and China agreed to reopen the pilgrim route via Lipu Lekh. The conversion of the trekking route
to a metalled road is a boon to both pilgrims and traders.

Also read | Nepal’s new political map claims India’s territories

The controversy has given Nepal’s Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli an opportunity to hide his
government’s incompetence and failure to meet the basic needs of the people, and to divert
attention away from the rising tide of opposition from within his own party. His intemperate
remarks in the Nepalese Parliament are best ignored in the interest of preserving India-Nepal
ties.

Nepal deployed its armed police at Chharung, close to Kalapani, in its Sudoor Paschim. While
there is nothing untoward in deploying the armed police, whose mandate is to man the borders
of Nepal, it is the manner and timing of the deployment that raised eyebrows in New Delhi. The
Nepalese contingent was dropped to the location by helicopters, very visibly.

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police is also located in Kalapani since it is close to the India-China
border. Indian forces are not there because of Nepal.

The Nepalese government has raised the stakes further and has made a negotiated settlement
more complex by authorising a new map extending its territory across an area sensitive for
India’s defence.

The boundary delineation has a long history. Before the 1816 Treaty of Sugauli, the Nepalese
kingdom stretched from the Sutlej river in the west to the Teesta river in the East. Nepal lost the
Anglo-Nepalese War and the resulting Treaty limited Nepal to its present territories.

The Sugauli Treaty stated that “[t]he Rajah of Nipal [Nepal] hereby cedes to the Honourable [the]
East India Company in perpetuity all the under-mentioned territories”, including “the whole of the
lowlands between the Rivers Kali and Rapti.” It elaborated further that “[t]he Rajah of Nipal
[Nepal] renounces for himself, his heirs, and successors, all claim to or connection with the
countries lying to the west of the River Kali and engages never to have any concern with those
countries or the inhabitants there of.”

Also read | New Nepal map is based on historical documents, says top Kathmandu official

The present controversy has arisen since the Nepalese contest that the tributary that joins the
Mahakali river at Kalapani is not the Kali river. Nepal now contends that the Kali river lies further
west to the Lipu Lekh pass.

The British used the Lipu Lekh pass for trade with Tibet and China. The Survey of India maps
since the 1870s showed the area of Lipu Lekh down to Kalapani as part of British India. Both the
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Rana rulers of Nepal and the Nepalese Kings accepted the boundary and did not raise any
objection with the government of India after India’s Independence.

As a reward for the military help rendered by Jung Bahadur Rana in quelling the 1857 uprising,
the areas of Nepalgunj and Kapilvastu were restituted to Nepal soon thereafter. The British did
not return any part of Garhwal or Kumaon, including the Kalapani area, to Nepal.

India did not exist in 1816 when the Treaty of Sugauli was concluded. And India’s present
borders, not just with Nepal, but with many of its other neighbours, were drawn by the erstwhile
British regime. India inherited the boundaries of British India. It cannot now unravel the historic
past.

The Nepal-India Technical Level Joint Boundary Working Group was set up in 1981 to resolve
boundary issues, to demarcate the international border, and to manage boundary pillars. By
2007, the group completed the preparation of 182 strip maps, signed by the surveyors of the two
sides, covering almost 98% of the boundary, all except the two disputed areas of Kalapani and
Susta. It also ascertained the position of 8,533 boundary pillars.

Cold neighbourhood: On India-Nepal ties

The remaining issues concerning the boundary are not difficult to resolve unless they are caught
up in domestic or international concerns. The next steps are the approval of the strip maps by
the respective governments (that of the Nepalese Government is still awaited), the resolution of
the differences of opinion over Kalapani and Susta, and speeding up the erection of damaged or
missing border pillars.

India has successfully resolved far more intractable border issues with Bangladesh not so long
ago, covering both the land and maritime boundaries. The land boundary settlement required an
exchange of territories in adverse possession of the two countries, including the transfer of
population, and a constitutional amendment (Number 100 of May 15, 2015) to give effect to the
1974 India-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement.

The maritime boundary issue was even more difficult. India agreed to go to the Hague-based
Permanent Court of Arbitration, knowing well that if the Court applied the principle of equity,
India would lose up to four-fifths of the disputed area, as India had established its claim on a
baseline that took into account the curved nature of the India-Bangladesh shoreline, thus boxing
Bangladesh’s maritime claims to within Indian and Myanmar waters. The Court ruling accepted
much of Bangladesh’s claim. Despite the Indian member of the tribunal giving an adverse entry,
the government of India accepted the ruling.

Compared to what was accomplished between India and Bangladesh, the India-Nepal border
issues appear more easily solvable, so long as there is political goodwill and statecraft exercised
on both sides. The way to move forward is to formally approve the strip maps, resolve the two
remaining disputes, demarcate the entire India-Nepal boundary, and speedily execute the work
of boundary maintenance.

India’s leadership and the Indian people have been conscious of the self-respect and pride of
the Nepalese people. Jawaharlal Nehru wrote in The Discovery of India as also in Glimpses of
World History that Nepal has been the only truly independent country of South Asia.

Nepal, in turn, has in the past responded to India’s needs as a friendly neighbour. Its political
leaders contributed to India’s struggle for freedom. The only time since Independence that
foreign troops were deployed on Indian soil was when, in 1948-49, Nepalese soldiers under the
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command of General Sharda Shamsher Jang Bahadur Rana came to India’s northern
cantonments, depleted by deployments in Jammu and Kashmir and Hyderabad.

The people-to-people relationship between India and Nepal is unmatched. In the far corners of
India, sometimes locals turn against those from other Indian States, but seldom against the
Nepalese. It is the government-to-government relationship that generally lags. There is nobody
in India that wishes ill for Nepal.

For India’s Chief of Army Staff, General Manoj Mukund Naravane, to charge at an interaction at
the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi, that Nepal, at someone else’s
behest, has objected to India laying a road connecting the Lipu Lekh pass, was ill-advised. It
widens the door for that someone else to foment more trouble. This is a matter best handled
bilaterally, through quiet diplomacy.

The Official Spokesperson of India’s Ministry of External Affairs, Anurag Srivastava, has said
recently that India and Nepal have an established mechanism to deal with all boundary matters.
He has affirmed that India is committed to resolving outstanding boundary issues through
diplomatic dialogue, in the spirit of India’s close and friendly bilateral relations with Nepal. The
best is to activate the existing mechanisms as soon as possible, before any further damage is
done.

The more the trouble festers, those who stand to gain by deteriorating India-Nepal relations will
benefit. There is need for the two countries to lower the temperature and defuse the issue. They
must invest time and effort to find a solution. Raking up public controversy can only be
counterproductive to the relationship.

Jayant Prasad is a former Indian Ambassador to Nepal
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COLD NEIGHBOURHOOD: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
INDIA-NEPAL TIES

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

India and Nepal have reached a flashpoint over the Kalapani territorial issue that appears to
threaten the basis of their special relationship, which has nurtured open borders and the free
movement of people. Nepal Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli took New Delhi by surprise this
month with an aggressive posture on the issue, especially over the inauguration of a motorable
road to the Lipulekh pass, near the disputed Kalapani area, which is used by Indian pilgrims to
Kailash Mansarovar. For India, the Lipulekh pass has always been part of the road to Tibet, and
was mentioned as one of the border passes for trade in a 1954 agreement with China, which
was also reaffirmed in another trade agreement in 2015. Since 1981, when China re-opened the
Kailash-Mansarovar pilgrimage route for Indians, they have also used the pass to walk into
Tibet. The road built now follows the same alignment, and would essentially cut down their travel
time by three days each way. As a result, the government has been even angered by Nepal’s
strong protests, followed by fiery speeches by Mr. Oli and Foreign Minister Pradeep Gyawali,
threatening to send more forces to the India-Nepal border. The Nepali cabinet’s decision to
adopt a new political map that claims not only Lipulekh but other areas that are in Indian territory
that have been claimed by Nepal invoking the 1816 Sugauli treaty with the British, was
described by India’s MEA as “artificial”, “unilateral” and “unacceptable”. Tensions have also
been fuelled by Mr. Oli’s jibe that the “Indian virus looks more lethal than the one from China”
and the Indian Army Chief’s contention that Nepal raised the dispute at the “behest of an
external force”, namely China.

Boundary disputes are common ground for countries that have an ancient history and shared
borders, and the Kalapani issue is one such dispute that India and Nepal have resolved to sort
out. It is unfortunate that the respective Foreign Secretaries, tasked by Prime Minister Modi and
then Nepal leader Sushil Koirala in 2014 to discuss the matter, have failed to find an acceptable
date for a meeting since then. India must concede it has dragged its feet on the issue: even two
weeks ago, when matters came to a boil in Kathmandu, the MEA’s response that it would
convene the meeting after the pandemic had been dealt with, was unnecessarily dismissive of
an issue important to Kathmandu. Mr. Oli’s government had raised it last November as well; its
offer to send a political envoy to New Delhi was rebuffed. It is clear that the struggle within the
ruling Nepal Communist Party has spurred Mr. Oli’s more combative posture. Given the
importance of ties with Nepal, often romanticised as one of “roti-beti” (food and marriage), India
must not delay dealing with the matter, and at a time when it already has its hands full with the
pandemic and a faceoff with China in Ladakh and Sikkim.
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US-IRAN HOSTILITIES IN TIMES OF PANDEMIC
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

More from the author

Both Iran and the United States (US) are among the countries worst affected by the COVID-19
pandemic. However, even as they fight their respective battles against the virus, the hostilities
between the two continue. Both countries allege each other of violating international law. The
tensions between the two countries took a sharp turn last year when, for the first time since the
Iran-Iraq war, a series of events resulted in significant deterioration of peace and stability in the
Gulf region. It all began after the waiver provided by Washington on purchase of Iranian oil
expired in May last year. However, the most recent escalation in the US-Iran tensions at a time
when the world is reeling under the COVID-19 pandemic has raised concerns in the region.  

On April 15, the American ships deployed in the Persian Gulf reported an “unsafe and
unprofessional” conduct by 11 Iranian Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps Navy (IRGCN)
vessels.1 In response, American President Donald Trump ordered the United States (US) Navy
to “shoot down and destroy any and all Iranian gunboats if they harass our [US] ships.”2 Later,
on the eve of IRGC’s launch of its first military satellite – Noor 1 – IRGC commander Salami
affirmed, “[that] any [US] move will be responded decisively, effectively and rapidly.” He added
that “IRGC is serious in defending the national security, and sea borders, and marine interests of
Iran.”3

The recent confrontation between the two countries, which reached unprecedented levels after
the killing of IRGC commander Qassem Soleimani in early January 2020, has once again raised
concerns about stability in the Persian Gulf. In May 2019, after the expiration of the US waivers
on the purchase of Iranian oil, several American tankers were attacked in the Gulf of Oman for
which Washington blamed Tehran and its proxies.4 Iran forthrightly denied these allegations.
Later, in June 2019, the tensions further escalated as the IRGC shot down a US drone in the
Gulf. Consequently, President Trump ordered a military strike on Iran, which was later called off,
citing disproportionality.5 As both sides decided to de-escalate, the situation at the time was
brought under control with no significant harm.

Source: Compiled by the author from various media reports.

Though the recent skirmishes have again revived fears of a renewed escalation in tensions
between the two countries, however, based on outcomes of the past incidents, one can discern
a de-escalation pattern aimed at avoiding a full-blown war. In May 2019, when things began to
spiral, both sides came out with statements repudiating the possibility of war. From the Iranian
side, Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei insisted that “There won’t be any war.”6 Similarly, the US
Secretary of State Michael Pompeo ascertained that Washington “fundamentally” did not seek
war with Iran.7 

There seems to be an unsaid predisposition to manage the escalation plateau. A full-scale war
in the Gulf would have long-term disastrous consequences for all parties involved – US, Iran and
regional powers – and not to mention, the frightful impact it will have on the global oil supply.
Similarly, when an attack took place on Saudi Aramco facilities at Abqaiq and Khurais in
September 2019, the escalation was steadily followed by a de-escalation. Last year, both
countries also presented their multi-state initiatives to manage escalations. The US-led maritime
coalition in the Persian Gulf, known as the International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC),

/taxonomy/term/2450
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became operational on September 7, 2019.8 Two weeks later, Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani announced a ‘Coalition for Hope’ or Hormuz Peace Endeavour (HOPE) at the 74th
session of the United Nations General Assembly.9  However, the acceptability of these
initiatives remains low, given the scepticism and deep mistrust in the region.

The recent tensions in April could be just another episode in brinkmanship between the two
countries. It should be noted that the Iranian Navy’s actions came just a week before IRGC
celebrated its 41st foundational day. Thus, the Iranian actions were more of posturing than any
attempt at escalation. However, one cannot discount it entirely as semantics. From the IRGC’s
perspective, it is believed that there is still a need to reinforce deterrence against the US after
Soleimani’s death. In Washington’s viewpoint, it already has deterred Iran from taking bold steps
by targeting its top commander in early January this year.

Yet, in the case of the Persian Gulf, sustaining deterrence is extremely difficult for two reasons.
First, the deterrence, such as the one created by the US with the killing of Soleimani, is bound to
diminish after some time. Second, the deterrence created on land (in Iraq or Syria) is entirely
different from deterrence in the Persian Gulf. In Iraq, for instance, the US stakes are not as high
as in the Persian Gulf enabling it to pursue risky policy moves. The Persian Gulf, on the other
hand, is perceived by the US and Iran as a safe space, where it is relatively easier to project
power with minimal risk of any large-scale retribution.

In the above context, it is important to identify potential developments that are most likely to
guide the Washington-Tehran rivalry in the region. First, the arms embargo on Iran will be
expiring on October 18, 2020. Already, Washington has started pushing for the extension of an
arms embargo, but legal technicalities – due to the US withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA) – makes it difficult for the US to achieve this easily. Meanwhile, the US
Secretary of State Pompeo has made it clear that the US is “not going to let that [lifting of
embargo] happen.”10 Washington’s influence at the UN is well-known, which the US is going to
leverage to snap back the embargo.

Iran, on the other hand, has been preparing for the lifting of the embargo. In the last two years, it
has moved to strengthen its partnership with both Moscow and Beijing that may help Tehran’s
cause in October. Last year, in December 2019, Iran conducted a trilateral naval exercise in the
Gulf of Oman with Russia and China to further enhance cooperation. Major General Mohammad
Hossein Bagheri, Chief of Staff of Iranian General Armed Forces, has made multiple visits to
Beijing and Moscow in the last couple of years. Earlier, in November 2016, Tehran signed a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Agreement with Beijing followed by a military agreement
in November.11 Moreover, both have also agreed to set up a joint technical and industrial
commission.12 Similarly, Iran’s existing cooperation in Syria puts it in favourable conditions with
Moscow. In mid-2015, Tehran had also acquired the S-300 Air Defence System from Moscow.

Furthermore, IRGCN’s ambitions also need to be factored in. The IRGCN, which so far has
relied on small vessels to attain its objectives, has expressed its interest in developing a
submarine fleet. The IRGCN commander made it apparent in the immediate aftermath of the
confrontation with the US Navy on April 15.13 Whether enhanced capabilities will bring about
any change in the way Washington views Tehran is something that remains to be seen. Tehran
also has high hopes for the lifting of the embargo for which it has toiled hard to develop its
partnership with two major powers. However, this partnership is unlikely to be of much
assistance to Iran, except in the economic domain. Despite the COVID-19 crisis, Washington is
likely to continue with the sanctions under its ‘maximum pressure policy’, something that Iran
may find hard to manage given the circumstances.

To conclude, two factors are most likely to impact the current dynamics in US-Iran relations in
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the coming times. First, the probable consequences of the arms embargo on Iran that is
scheduled to expire in October 2020. The ensuing push-and-pull will drive the rivalry further
where Iran will attempt to hedge its bets with Russia and China. Furthermore, the uncertainty
brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic would at best have a limited and short-term impact on
the US-Iran hostilities. This is not to suggest that it would ease the rivalry, but the chances of
escalation would remain limited, for the time being.

The author is thankful to Dr. Meena Singh Roy, Coordinator, West Asia Centre, MP-IDSA for her
insightful suggestions and comments.

Views expressed are of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the IDSA or of the
Government of India.
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MANAGING THE BORDER WITH CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China
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Soldiers engaged in hostilities on three border points would be ominous in almost any context
except where India and China are concerned. Along the Line of Actual Control, it could mean an
escalating confrontation that could spread into diplomatic and economic spheres. Or it could
mean that another border incident has got a bit out of control. The reasons for escalation could
be the ever-changing border infrastructure or a rush of blood by an individual soldier. If the latter,
one can expect the status quo to be restored, but after much muscle-flexing.

The problem in Sino-Indian relations is that whether such incidents are motivated by the
geological or the geopolitical is often unclear to either side. Much of the discussion at officer-
level flag meetings or between diplomats in the twin capitals is about trying to determine at
which level the wheels are turning. That, in turn, goes to a much deeper issue of distrust
between India and China and opacity on the part of both governments, but with Beijing being the
blacker box. The two countries now have four border management agreements, with a fifth in
the works. But with new roads being built, better vehicles being deployed, and the strategic
landscape forever changing along the border, each agreement starts becoming outdated as
soon as the ink dries.

India and Chinese troops are face-to-face in Galwan Valley, Finger 4 and Naku La. China’s “all
weather friend”, Pakistan, has turned up the temperature along the Kashmir border. But, at the
same time, the People’s Bank of China’s licence to invest in India has just been renewed.
Beijing has ensured emergency medical supplies are being sent, albeit with some quality control
issues. In contrast to the rhetorical aggression that Beijing has shown to the West or Southeast
Asia, the noises from China regarding India have been benign. This is all part of a long-standing
dichotomy in the Sino-Indian relations, much competitiveness with many elements of
cooperation. However, with the international strategic environment changing, this rough-and-
ready way of handling bilateral relations needs to be replaced. The goal should be a framework
where lines of communication, strategic red lines and dotted lines along maps are all better
delineated. This is a task of a generation, but one that is essential if India and China are to
ensure border flare-ups do not become something much larger and more dangerous.
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MISSION SAGAR - INS KESARI AT PORT LOUIS,
MAURITIUS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

As part of Mission Sagar, Indian Naval Ship Kesari entered Port Louis Mauritius on 23 May
2020. The Government of India is providing assistance to friendly foreign countries in dealing
with the COVID-19 Pandemic, and towards this Indian Naval Ship Kesari is carrying COVID
related essential medicines and a special consignment of Ayurvedic medicines for the people of
Mauritius. 

In addition, a 14-member Specialist Medical Team comprising Indian Navy doctors and
paramedics is also embarked onboard this ship, to work alongside their Mauritian counterparts
and together render assistance for COIVD-19 related emergencies. The Medical Assistance
Team includes among others, a Community Medicine specialist, a pulmonologist and an
anesthesiologist.

 

An official ceremony for handing over the medicines from the Government of India to
Government of Mauritius was held on 23 May 2020. Hon’ble Minister for Health, Dr Kailesh
Jagutpal received the consignment on behalf of Government of Mauritius. The Indian side was
represented by the High Commissioner of India to Mauritius, H.E Shri Tanmaya Lal. The
minister also interacted with Commander Mukesh Tayal, Commanding Officer of Indian Naval
Ship Kesari during the handing over ceremony.

 

         The assistance to Mauritius is a part of the Government of India outreach amidst the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. ‘Mission Sagar’, is in consonance with the Prime Ministers
vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region ‘SAGAR’. This mission highlights the
importance accorded by India to relations with the countries of the IOR and builds on the
excellent relations existing between the two countries to battle the COVID-19 pandemic. The
operation is being progressed in close coordination with the Ministry of External Affairs, and
other agencies of the Government of India.
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anesthesiologist.

 

An official ceremony for handing over the medicines from the Government of India to
Government of Mauritius was held on 23 May 2020. Hon’ble Minister for Health, Dr Kailesh
Jagutpal received the consignment on behalf of Government of Mauritius. The Indian side was
represented by the High Commissioner of India to Mauritius, H.E Shri Tanmaya Lal. The
minister also interacted with Commander Mukesh Tayal, Commanding Officer of Indian Naval
Ship Kesari during the handing over ceremony.

 

         The assistance to Mauritius is a part of the Government of India outreach amidst the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. ‘Mission Sagar’, is in consonance with the Prime Ministers
vision of Security and Growth for All in the Region ‘SAGAR’. This mission highlights the
importance accorded by India to relations with the countries of the IOR and builds on the
excellent relations existing between the two countries to battle the COVID-19 pandemic. The
operation is being progressed in close coordination with the Ministry of External Affairs, and
other agencies of the Government of India.
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‘NEW NEPAL MAP BASED ON HISTORIC DOCUMENTS’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

Rajan Bhattarai  

Nepal’s new official map is based on historic documents dating back to the early 19th century
and cannot be termed artificial, a top official in Kathmandu has said.

Rajan Bhattarai, Foreign Policy Adviser to Prime Minister K.P. Sharma Oli, said the border
dispute at Kalapani region had received attention during the Vajpayee years, when a series of
meetings was held between top officials of both sides, and the same should be resumed at the
earliest to reach a mutually agreed solution.

“Our map is not artificial. We are willing to sit across the table and discuss it with our Indian
counterparts ... Our position is based on the historical documents dating back to the Treaty of
Sugauli of 1816, which demarcated the shape of present-day Nepal,” Mr. Bhattarai said.

Nepal launched the new official map on Wednesday, which depicts Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and
Lipulekh as part of its territory.

India’s External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Anurag Srivastava had hit out at Nepal’s claims,
saying, “Such artificial enlargement of territorial claims will not be accepted by India.” He also
urged the Nepali leadership for a dialogue over the issue.

Mr. Bhattarai said Nepal too desired an early dialogue to find a solution but it was India that had
been delaying.

“We have sent two diplomatic notes to India seeking dialogue at the level of the Foreign
Secretaries but India has responded without offering a date for holding a meeting. To make the
matter more complicated, they have taken unilateral steps like building of infrastructure on the
territory of Kalapani,” he stated.
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CHINA SEEKS INDIA’S SUPPORT FOR LEGISLATION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China has sought the support and understanding of India and other countries for its controversial
decision to impose a new national security law on Hong Kong, saying the new draft legislation is
aimed at containing the “secessionist” forces in the former British colony who have posed a
“grave threat” to the country’s national security and sovereignty.

In an apparent move to blunt any international backlash, China has sent demarches to India and
other countries, explaining the reason for the draft legislation with a reminder that “upholding
national security” in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region is “purely China’s internal
affair and no foreign country can interfere in this matter”.

“Hong Kong’s prosperity and long-term stability is in line with the common interests of the whole
international community, including your country, as well as protection of your country’s legitimate
interests in Hong Kong.

“We hope that your government will understand and support China’s relevant practices,” it said.
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CHINA SUGGESTS SHIFT IN BRI APPROACH AMID
DEBT CONCERNS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China has hinted at a shift in how it will pursue its signature Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) amid
growing concerns about debt repayments from many partner countries because of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

“We will focus on quality in the joint pursuit of the BRI”, said the annual government work report
delivered on Friday by China’s Premier Li Keqiang at the start of the National People’s Congress
(NPC), or Parliament.

Since 2019, the BRI has had a dedicated sub-section in the NPC report, which is China’s most
important policy document. The BRI was written into the Communist Party of China’s
Constitution in 2017, underlining its special status.

The report in 2019 did not mention “quality”, merely saying China “will promote the joint pursuit
of the BRI”. It also mentioned then China would seek to advance infrastructure connectivity,
which was omitted this year.

The NPC report is usually carefully assessed to garner changes in emphasis in Chinese
policymaking. The report this year said China would focus on “achieving shared growth through
consultation and collaboration” and would “work with BRI partners for mutually beneficial
outcomes”.

In recent weeks, China has faced calls from countries in Asia and Africa to delay or waive debt
repayments. Song Wei, deputy director at the Ministry of Commerce’s Chinese Academy of
International Trade and Economic Cooperation, acknowledged last month that China was
weighing how to respond to such calls.

“What China could do to help is bring projects funded by loans back to life and realise
sustainable profits, instead of measures as simple as offering write-offs,” he said in an article in
the Communist Party-run Global Times . “As always, China is open to talk with debtors on the
basis of equality and mutual benefit.”

Financial assistance

Mr. Song noted that China’s financial assistance included grants, interest-free loans and
preferential loans. “Interest-free loans which are offered by the Chinese government are
applicable for debt relief,” he said. “The preferential loans are not applicable for debt relief and
are more complex with regards to any difficult debt problems.

Simply waiving debtors’ obligations as some countries or organizations have called for is not
going to be effective as a solution. If any debtors encounter difficulties to pay on time, there may
be tailored plans including rescheduling or China increasing funding to help related projects
resume operation and return profits.”

He suggested repayments could be solved “by multiple financial or other approaches, such as
China adding grants to help bring projects back to life, conducting debt-to-equity swaps, or hiring
Chinese firms to assist operation”.
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According to AidData, a research lab at the College of William & Mary, China’s grants and loans
totalled $354.4 billion between 2000 and 2014, of which 23% was grants while the rest were
commercial loans at market or close-to-market rates.

The world’s debt to China grew 10 times between 2000 and 2017, with developing countries
owing $380 billion to China, the Kiel Institute for the World Economy in Germany said in a report
last year.
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CHINA WARNS U.S. OF RETALIATION IF PUNISHED
FOR HONG KONG LAW

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Call for rollback:Pro-democracy protesters gathering in Causeway Bay, Hong Kong, on Sunday
to protest against China’s new security law.AFPISAAC LAWRENCE  

China on Monday threatened counter-measures against the U.S. if it was punished for plans to
impose a sedition law on Hong Kong, that the business hub’s security chief hailed as a new tool
that would defeat “terrorism”.

Beijing plans to pass a new security law for Hong Kong that bans treason, subversion and
sedition after months of massive, often-violent pro-democracy protests last year.

But many Hong Kongers, business groups and Western nations fear the proposal could be a
death blow to the city’s treasured freedoms and thousands took to the streets on Sunday despite
a ban on mass gatherings introduced to combat coronavirus.

As police dispersed the crowds with tear gas and water cannon, Washington’s National Security
Advisor Robert O’Brien warned the new law could cost the city its preferential U.S. trading
status.

But China’s Foreign Ministry said Beijing would react to any sanctions from Washington. “If the
U.S. insists on hurting China’s interests, China will have to take every necessary measure to
counter and oppose this,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told reporters on Monday.

Hong Kong has become the latest flashpoint in soaring tensions between the world's two super
powers which China has likened to “the brink of a new Cold War”.

The refusal to grant Hong Kongers democracy has sparked rare bipartisan support in an
otherwise bitterly divided Washington during the Donald Trump administration.

Foreign-backed plot

Beijing portrays the city’s protests as a foreign-backed plot to destabilise the motherland and
says other nations have no right to interfere in how the international business hub is run.

Protesters, who have hit the streets in their millions, say they are motivated by years of Beijing
chipping away at the city’s freedoms since it was handed back to China by Britain in 1997.

Hong Kong enjoys liberties unseen on the mainland, as well as its own legal system and trade
status.

Campaigners view the security law proposal as the most brazen move yet by Beijing to end free
speech and the city’s ability to make its own laws. Of particular concern is a provision allowing
Chinese security agents to operate in Hong Kong, with fears it could spark a crackdown on
those voicing dissent against China’s communist rulers.

The proposed law, which China’s rubber-stamp legislature is expected to act on quickly, will also
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bypass Hong Kong’s own legislature.

The city’s influential Bar Association on Monday described the proposed motion as “worrying
and problematic” — and warned it may even breach the territory’s mini-constitution. The
proposal has spooked investors with Hong Kong’s stock exchange suffering its largest drop in
five years on Friday.

Hong Kong’s government has welcomed the law.

“Terrorism is growing in the city and activities which harm national security, such as ‘Hong Kong
independence’, become more rampant,” Security Minister John Lee said in a statement.

U.S. sanctions

Meanwhile, in a separate development that signals rising tensions between China and the U.S.,
Beijing vowed to shield a Chinese government institute and eight companies sanctioned by the
U.S. over alleged human rights violations in the restive Xinjiang region, where China is accused
of mass repression of mostly Muslim minorities.

The U.S. Department of Commerce announced the sanctions on Friday, saying they were
triggered by human rights abuses against Uighurs and other minority groups in Xinjiang in
China's far northwest. Beijing urged Washington to reverse the decision, saying the Commerce
Department had “stretched the concept of national security” to “meddle in China’s affairs and
harm China’s interests”.
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‘U.S. IS NOW MORE CLEAR IN SUPPORT FOR INDIA ON
CHINA BORDER ISSUES’

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Amid heightened tensions on the India-China border, the outgoing top U.S. diplomat for South
and Central Asia, Alice Wells, on May 20 hit out at China, saying the tensions reminded the
world of the “threat” posed by Beijing. China slammed the remarks as “nonsense”. Jeff Smith,
Research Fellow at The Heritage Foundation in Washington, explains why her comments are
significant, with the U.S. in the past not forthcoming about expressing support on the boundary
issue. Excerpts:

Ambassador Alice Wells has said the border incidents have reflected a pattern of China’s
behaviour, also seen in the South China Sea. Do you think both are linked?

Ambassador Wells made a series of fairly robust assertions in her remarks, including
underscoring U.S. recognition of the McMahon Line and Indian sovereignty over Arunachal
Pradesh. These are in fact long-standing positions of the U.S. government, but positions it has
not always been forthcoming about. In 2012, I recall asking State Department officials, when
was the last time the U.S. government reiterated support for the McMahon Line and Indian
sovereignty over Arunachal Pradesh? They replied they couldn’t find any comments on the
matter in a search of archives stretching back to 2000. Having Ambassador Wells reiterate the
position during a time of crisis is noteworthy. I’m hesitant to draw connections among the
different fronts, because I do think China calibrates each policy individually.

Do you expect to see a different approach from the U.S. towards the region as concerns
about China rise?

I think the U.S. government wants to ensure that we’re in a position to facilitate stronger security
ties with any of these countries that are interested. I think that, frankly, we’ve done a good job in
the last few years with the Quad [U.S.-India-Japan-Australia], with not only reviving it, but with
upgrading it to the ministerial level and adding new aspects to the quad like counterterrorism
exercises. There hasn’t been a wave of regional balancing activity the way some realist theorists
might have predicted, in part because China has done a very effective job winning over elites in
neighbouring capitals, and convincing them of the economic benefits of engagement with China.

Is the China factor driving the deepening security cooperation between India and the
U.S.?

The amount of progress the [Narendra] Modi and [Donald] Trump administrations have made
over the last three years or so is remarkable. If you just look at the revival and upgrading of the
Quad, the establishment of a 2+2 Foreign and Defence Ministers dialogue, the signing of
COMCASA [Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement], the likely signing of the
BECA [Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement] this year, the stationing of an Indian officer
at CENTCOM [Central Command], our first tri-service military exercise. We had a joint sail
through the South China Sea that was joined by Japan and the Philippines. If I had a wish list of
items to strengthen the U.S.-India strategic partnership before the Trump administration, I’d say
they've already accomplished 90% of them.

In the past, U.S. administrations have been sensitive to India’s own considerations vis-à-
vis China. Has that changed? Is the Trump administration pushing countries to choose?
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I don’t think that has changed. It’s been 15 years since the civil nuclear deal was announced.

In that time I think Washington has developed an understanding of India’s unique disposition, its
sensitivities, and its complex relationship with China. And if you look at the record, to my
knowledge the Trump administration has not really pushed for India to assume any positions on
China it is uncomfortable with.

It’s certainly been encouraged when India has supported things like upgrading the Quad or
engaging in a joint sail through the South China Sea. Where there has been some friction, it has
been over sanctions related to Iran and Russia. On China, the Trump administration hasn’t
made any attempt to force India to choose.

Is the U.S. approach to China here to stay regardless of the outcome of November’s
elections?

I believe so. For a long time, I think China was given a free pass with the promise of expected
future benefits, including economic and political liberalisation. Those days are over.

I think that bipartisan consensus has not only held but sharpened over the past few years. The
competition is here to stay and is likely to intensify. The contours of that competition and points
of emphasis might change under different administrations but there is clearly a change under
way that I think will be lasting and will endure, regardless of who is in the White House.

Over the years, the U.S. has developed an understanding of India’s complex ties with
China
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-05-26

THE LADAKH WARNING
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

After downplaying the border stand-off for over two weeks, the government has finally dismissed
China’s accusations of the Indian Army crossing the Line of Actual Control. Instead, the PLA has
intruded into the Indian side of the LAC, disrupted normal patrolling, and destroyed posts and
bridges on the Galwan Nala at Chang-Chenmo.

Looking at the issue only from the LAC angle would be a mistake. Remember, in the wake of the
abrogation of Article 370 and 35A, there was a sudden outburst from Beijing over making
Ladakh a Union Territory (UT). China described India’s move as “unacceptable”, undermining its
“sovereignty” — even raised the issue at the UNSC. India dismissed China’s assertion, termed
Ladakh’s new status as an “internal matter” having “no implication for India’s external
boundaries or the LAC with China”.

While India has pursued its core national interests in J&K, China’s response was strategic — a
shift that may have a lasting imprint on geopolitics. We have been harping on the “differing
perception” theory of the LAC for decades, but in reality China has been gaining control over a
massive “disputed territory” in Eastern Ladakh since the 1980s.

The Chinese first made encroachments into the 45-km long Skakjung pastureland in Demchok-
Kuyul sector. This resulted in local Changpas of Chushul, Tsaga, Nidar, Nyoma, Mud, Dungti,
Kuyul, Loma villages gradually losing their winter grazing that sustained 80,000 sheep/goats and
4,000 yak/ponies every winter.

Ladakh’s earlier border lay at Kegu Naro — a day-long march from Dumchele. Starting from the
loss of Nagtsang in 1984, followed by Nakung (1991) and Lungma-Serding (1992), the last bit of
Skakjung was lost in 2008. The PLA followed the nomadic Rebo routes for patrolling in contrast
to Indian authorities restricting Rebo movements that led to the massive shrinking of pastureland
and border defence.

By the 2000s, the PLA’s focus shifted to desolate, inhospitable Chip Chap which remains
inaccessible until end-March. After mid-May, water streams impede vehicles moving across
Shyok, Galwan, and Chang-Chenmo rivers leaving only a month and a half for effective
patrolling by the Indian side. No human beings inhabit here, a 1962 war site, an entry point into
Ladakh for the Uyghurs and Tibetans. Local Ladakhi personnel manned the posts here, but
patrolling in the 972 sq km Trig Height area has been lax.

Easier accessibility allowed the PLA to intrude into Chip Chap with impunity during July-August
— its regulars usually spent a few hours before crossing back. But, during the 21-day Depsang
stand-off in 2013, when Burtse became a flashpoint, the PLA set up remote camps 18-19 km
inside Indian territory.

The Shyam Saran Report of August 2013 made a chilling revelation of India having lost 640 sq
km due to “area denial” set by PLA patrolling. The government denied the report, but Chinese
soldiers virtually prevented Indian troops from getting access to Rakinala near Daulat Beg-Olde
(DBO) where the IAF reactivated the world’s highest landing strips in 2008. This plus the
reopening of Fukche and Nyoma airbases perhaps provoked the PLA’s intrusion in Depsang.

The army denied that Ladakh had shrunk. Change in the river course was cited as a reason for
the loss of 500-1,500 metres of land annually. India’s stepped-up construction activities may
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have provoked China into accusing India of altering the LAC position. Despite topographical
challenges and corruption, the BRO has lately fast-tracked the 260 km long Shayok-DBO road
construction that probably triggered the PLA intrusion in early May sparking the current Galwan
stand-off.

Towards the south at Pangong Tso, forces had physical scuffles over area-denial for patrolling
at Sirijap on May 5-6 and on May 11. The situation remains tense at Sirijap’s cliff spurs and also
at the Tso, where troops are chasing each other in high-speed patrol boats. Clearly, intrusions
are part of China’s never-ending effort to push Indian troops westward of the Indus and Shyok
rivers and reach the 1960 claimed line.

Out of the 857 sq km long border in Ladakh only 368 sq km is the International Border, and the
rest of the 489 sq km is the LAC. The two traditional disputed points included Trig Heights and
Demchok. At eight points, the two sides have differing perceptions — Samar Lungpa 176 sq km,
Depsang Plains 972, Hot Spring 38, Changlung 13, Kungkala-Phobrang 5, Sarjap 129,
Spanguur 24, and Dhumtsele 25 sq km. But lately, China has raised two fresh dispute points at
Pangong Tso 83 sq km and at Chumur where it claims 80 sq km. The old dispute sites were at
the end point of Pangong Tso and at Chushul — the 1962 battle-site.

The Sirijap range on the northern bank of the lake remains most contested, from which several
cliff spurs jut out — the “finger series” 1 to 8. India’s LAC claim line is at Finger-8, but the actual
position is only up to Finger-4. The Chinese are asserting further west to claim 83 sq km here.
The PLA has built a 4.5 km long road to prevent patrolling by Indian troops. The PLA’s road
network from here extends to Huangyangtan base located near National Highway G219.

Further south in Demchok, China claims some 150 sq km. The PLA has built massive
infrastructure on its side, moved armoured troops into Charding Nalla since 2009. Tibetan
nomads pitch tents on Hemis Monastery’s land throughout 2018-2019.

In Chumur, China claims 80 sq km and probably wants a straight border from PT-4925 to PT-
5318 to bring Tible Mane (stupa) area under its control. For India, holding of Chumur is critical
for the safety of the Manali-Leh route. Remember, the PLA demanded removal of India’s fortified
positions in Burtse (2013) and Demchok and Chumur (2014) for its retreat.

Overall, the pattern shows the PLA’s desperate design to snatch the lake at Lukung through a
three-pronged strategy of attacking from Sirijap in the north, Chuchul in the south and through
the lake water from middle. This is the key chokepoint from where the Chinese can cut off Indian
access to the entire flank of Chip Chap plains, Aksai Chin in the east and Shayok Valley to the
north, which means that Indian control is pushed to the west of the Shyok river and south of the
Indus river, forcing India to accept both rivers as natural boundaries. And once China gets
control of the southern side of the Karakoram it can easily approach Siachen Glacier from the
Depsang corridor and meet at Tashkurgan junction from where the CPEC crosses into Gilgit-
Baltistan.

That would be disastrous for Indian defence, leaving the strategic Nubra vulnerable, possibly
impacting even India’s hold over Siachen. China’s access to Changla-pass through Lukung and
Tangtse would threaten the entire Indus Valley. It is quite possible that China is eyeing the
waters of the Shyok, Galwan and Chang-Chenmo rivers, to divert them to the arid Aksai Chin
and its Ali region.

The writer, a former ambassador, is an expert on India-China affairs
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THE PASHTUN QUESTION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

Delhi needs to look beyond the question of engaging with the Taliban and focus on the larger
Pashtun question that once again promises to shape the geopolitics of the north-western
Subcontinent. The question of a direct dialogue with the Taliban was beginning to gain some
relevance as the group’s effective control of territory in Afghanistan expanded in recent years. It
has acquired some immediacy after the Donald Trump Administration announced plans for a
significant drawdown of its forces from Afghanistan and signed a peace deal with the Taliban
earlier this year.

Renewed public interest in the question was triggered earlier this month when the US Special
Envoy for Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, called on India to open a political conversation with the
Taliban. The interest was further amplified by a signal from the Taliban that it is eager for a
productive relationship with India.

Those calling for direct engagement with the Taliban say that Delhi can’t ignore such an
important force in Afghan politics. Opponents say there is no reason for Delhi to join the
international stampede to embrace the Taliban. If and when the Taliban becomes a peaceful
entity and joins the quest for a political settlement with Kabul, they argue, Delhi should have no
objection to direct talks.

For all the interest it has generated, the question of Delhi opening a dialogue with the Taliban is
a tactical issue focused on when, how and on what terms.

But the Taliban remains an important sub-set of the larger and more strategic Pashtun question
that holds the key to India’s enduring interest in Afghanistan: Promoting a peaceful, independent
and a sovereign Afghanistan that is not a subaltern to the Pakistan army.

Two basic issues define the Pashtun question and will have a huge bearing on Afghanistan’s
political evolution after the impending drawdown of the US forces from the country.

One is the problem of reconciling the interests of multiple ethnic groups in Afghanistan — the
Pashtuns who constitute nearly 42 per cent of the population. The sizeable Afghan minorities
include 27 per cent Tajiks, 9 per cent each of Hazaras and Uzbeks.

Irrespective of the nature of the regimes in Kabul over the last four decades — the communist
government in the 1980s, the mujahideen and Taliban rule that followed in the 1990s and the
post-Taliban coalition that took charge in 2002 — constructing a stable internal balance has
been hard.

That problem will acquire a new intensity as the Taliban stakes claim for a dominant role in
Kabul. But has the Taliban learnt to live in peace with the minorities? The Taliban, an essentially
Pashtun formation, had brutally crushed the minorities during its brief rule in the late 1990s.
There are some indications that the Taliban is now reaching out to the minorities but it is some
distance away from winning their trust.

The problem of constructing internal balance in Afghanistan has been complicated by Pakistan’s
meddling, which is driven by unrealisable ambition and unreasonable fear. Pakistan would like to
have the kind of hegemony that the British Raj exercised over Afghanistan. Neither can Pakistan
replicate that dominance nor are the Afghans willing concede it to the Pakistan army.
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Pakistan’s ambitious talk of strategic depth is accompanied by worries about its Pashtun
minority. There are more than twice as many Pashtuns living in Pakistan than in Afghanistan.
The Pashtun population is estimated to be around 15 million in Afghanistan and 35 million in
Pakistan.

Although Pashtun separatism has long ceased to be a force in Pakistan, Islamabad finds the
Pashtun question re-emerge in a different form. Pakistan can’t really bet that the Taliban will not
put Pashtun nationalism above the interests of the Pakistani state. The Taliban, for example,
has never endorsed the Durand Line as the legitimate border with Pakistan. It is by no means
clear if Pakistan’s construction of the Taliban as a conservative religious force has obliterated
the group’s ethnic character.

Meanwhile, Islamabad’s quest for control over Afghanistan over the last four decades has
heaped extraordinary suffering on the Pashtun people on Pakistan’s side of the Durand Line. As
the Pashtun Tahafuz Movement seeks a peaceful redressal of its demands for basic human
rights, Pakistan has unleashed massive repression.

Pakistan’s expansive military and political investments in Afghanistan have not really resolved
Islamabad’s security challenges on its western frontier. If an Afghan triumph eludes Pakistan,
Delhi can’t escape the complex geopolitics of the Pashtun lands. That the Taliban wants to talk
to India and Pakistan brands Pashtun leaders as Indian agents only underlines Delhi’s enduring
salience in Afghanistan.

The writer is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of Singapore
and contributing editor on international affairs for The Indian Express
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US SAYS HONG KONG’S AUTONOMY IS GONE,
SOWING CHINA TRADE DOUBT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Secretary of State Michael Pompeo announced the decision Wednesday, a week after the
government in Beijing declared its intention to pass a national security law curtailing the rights
and freedoms of Hong Kong citizens

The Trump administration said it could no longer certify Hong Kong’s political autonomy from
China, a move that could trigger sanctions and have far-reaching consequences on the former
British colony’s special trading status with the U.S.

Secretary of State Michael Pompeo announced the decision Wednesday, a week after the
government in Beijing declared its intention to pass a national security law curtailing the rights
and freedoms of Hong Kong citizens.

“Hong Kong does not continue to warrant treatment under United States laws in the same
manner as U.S. laws were applied to Hong Kong before July 1997," Pompeo said in a
statement. “No reasonable person can assert today that Hong Kong maintains a high degree of
autonomy from China, given facts on the ground."

The move comes as tensions between the world’s two largest economies continue to escalate,
fueled by accusations from President Donald Trump that China was slow to disclose the peril of
coronavirus. Trump has threatened consequences for Beijing over its handling of the pandemic
and more recently its steps to assert more control over Hong Kong.

A finding on Hong Kong’s autonomy was compelled by last year’s Hong Kong Human Rights
and Democracy Act. The law signed by Trump requires such a certification each year.

Pompeo’s decision opens the door for a range of options, from visa restrictions and asset
freezes for top officials to possibly imposing tariffs on goods coming from the former colony.

“The United States stands with the people of Hong Kong as they struggle against the CCP’s
increasing denial of the autonomy that they were promised," Pompeo said, referring to the
Chinese Communist Party.

‘Thread the Needle’

China has warned that it would retaliate if the U.S. put sanctions on Hong Kong or interfered in
its affairs.

“If anyone insists on harming China’s interests, China is determined to take all necessary
countermeasures," foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told reporters on Wednesday. “The
national security law for Hong Kong is purely China’s internal affair that allows no foreign
interference."

In another point of conflict between the U.S. and China, Huawei Technologies Co. Chief
Financial Officer Meng Wanzhou failed Wednesday to persuade a Canadian judge to end
extradition proceedings, keeping her under house arrest in Vancouver as the fight against U.S.
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efforts to prosecute her moves forward.

On Hong Kong, the Trump administration will probably focus on financial sanctions and visa
restrictions on Chinese officials while holding back on tariffs, export controls and investment
restrictions until there’s more clarity on the new law, according to David Loevinger, a former
China specialist at the U.S. Treasury who’s now an analyst at TCW Group Inc. in Los Angeles.

“They have to thread the needle of coming down on Mainland and Hong Kong officials who
support this while not being seen as attacking the Hong Kong people," he said.

China took back control of Hong Kong from the U.K. under an agreement known as “One
Country, Two Systems," in which it promised to give the former colony broad political and
economic independence for 50 years. But under President Xi Jinping, China has steadily
asserted more control over Hong Kong, touching off a wave of protests that stalled only as the
coronavirus pandemic swept the globe.

The U.S. action hits Hong Kong after a year of often-violent protests and the Covid-19 pandemic
that has slammed its economy.

Earlier Wednesday, protesters planned to gather at the city’s Legislative Council, which was
debating a separate law that would criminalize insulting China’s national anthem. Yet they ended
up getting nowhere close, and the hearing proceeded as normal -- a far cry from about a year
ago, when a mass of people managed to thwart a bill that would allow extraditions to China.

Role Lessening

While Hong Kong remains a major trading hub and a key gateway from China to the rest of the
world, it matters far less to the country’s fortunes than it once did. In 2019, 12% of China’s
exports went to or through Hong Kong, down from 45% in 1992. China is also far less reliant on
inflows of foreign capital and expertise, and has made a much lower priority of making the yuan
an international currency.

“Hong Kong is incredibly vulnerable to a massive income shock like this because it’s the most
levered economy in the world by many counts," said Whitney Baker, the New York-based
founder of Totem Macro, which advises funds overseeing more than $3 trillion.

“Blowing up Hong Kong’s banking system doesn’t really serve the interests of penalizing China
or protecting Hong Kong’s autonomy, so we don’t really get that as an approach," Baker said.
She said she’s been short Hong Kong property stocks and the latest tensions only strengthen
the case for that.

Nonetheless, the city still matters. Hong Kong’s open capital account and adherence to
international standards of governance are unmatched by any mainland Chinese city and make it
an important base for international banks and trading firms.

Trump, asked about the prospect of sanctions at the White House on Tuesday, said his
administration is “doing something now" that he would unveil later in the week.

“It’s something you’re going to be hearing about over the next -- before the end of the week,"
Trump said. “Very powerfully, I think."

Under the U.S.-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992, Washington agreed to treat Hong Kong as fully
autonomous for trade and economic matters even after China took control. That meant Hong
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Kong was exempt from Trump’s punitive tariffs on China, can import certain sensitive
technologies and enjoys U.S. support for its participation in international bodies like the World
Trade Organization.

But the law enacted last year gives the administration broad authority to impose sanctions or
other punishments. The administration can also revoke Hong Kong’s special trading status if it
chooses.

Such a decision, however, would have far-reaching consequences and jeopardize Hong Kong’s
role as one of the world’s leading trade and banking hubs, so the Trump administration may start
with smaller steps targeting Chinese Communist Party officials rather than moves that would
have far-reaching economic consequences, particularly during the coronavirus pandemic.
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RISING TIDE: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON RETURN OF
PROTESTS IN HONG KONG

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

Protests and violence returned to Hong Kong on May 24. In scenes that became all-too-familiar
through much of last year, police used water cannons, tear gas, and pepper spray, as a protest
march descended into clashes between protesters and riot police. The weekend’s march had
originally been planned ahead of a debate in Hong Kong’s Legislative Council (LegCo) on a new
national anthem bill, which would punish anyone who insulted China’s anthem with up to three
years in prison. The protest assumed significance when two days before the march, China’s
central government stunned Hong Kong’s pro-democracy parties by tabling a new national
security bill, as the National People’s Congress met in Beijing. The bill, expected to be passed
when the NPC’s annual session ends on Thursday, urges Hong Kong’s legislature to pass
national security laws “as soon as possible”. Else, the bill leaves open the possibility that Beijing
could bypass LegCo, declaring that the NPC is “authorized to draft laws” on security for Hong
Kong. What has concerned pro-democracy activists in Hong Kong is a new provision for China’s
national security organs to “set up institutions” in the Special Administrative Region.

Under the Basic Law that has governed Hong Kong since 1997, the SAR has a high degree of
autonomy “to enjoy executive, legislative and independent judicial power, including that of final
adjudication”; only defence and foreign affairs are to be handled by Beijing. Article 23 of the law
requires Hong Kong to pass national security legislation, but the law makes clear it is Hong
Kong’s legislature that enjoys the power to make and repeal laws — the bedrock of the “one
country, two systems” model. In 2003, a national security bill allowing the shutting down of
seditious newspapers and carrying out warrantless searches was withdrawn after protests.
Beijing now argues that last year’s protests, blamed on “external forces”, underlined the need for
a new law to curb “acts of secession and subversion”. The timing of the move may reveal its
motivations. Hong Kong’s legislative elections are in September and the pro-Beijing camp fears
losing control of LegCo, even if its unusual rules have stacked it with pro-Beijing lawmakers.
Only half of the 70 seats are directly elected; the rest are nominated. Yet such is the rising tide
of support for pro-democracy parties that Beijing worries it could lose the two-thirds majority
needed for any amendments to the Basic Law. The pro-democracy camp swept November’s
district council elections, seen as a referendum on the youth-driven protests. A record 70%
turnout won the pro-democracy candidates 390 of 452 seats. The elections demonstrated that
public support for full democracy is growing. The new piece of legislation is aimed at tightening
Beijing’s grip over Hong Kong, but it may well end up having the opposite effect. Hong Kong
cannot be won without its people.
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DONALD TRUMP OFFERS TO MEDIATE INDIA-CHINA
BORDER ISSUE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

NEW DELHI : Known for his unpredictability and his penchant for springing surprises, US
president Donald Trump on Wednesday offered to “mediate" or “arbitrate" between India and
China on recent border tensions among the two countries.

“We have informed both India and China that the United States is ready, willing and able to
mediate or arbitrate their now raging border dispute. Thank you!" Trump said in a Twitter post.

We have informed both India and China that the United States is ready, willing and able to
mediate or arbitrate their now raging border dispute. Thank you!

The Indian foreign ministry was yet to react to the offer but in the past, India has resisted offers
from Trump to mediate between India and Pakistan.

Tensions are running high between the US and China too with differences over trade
overshadowed by public spats over the covid-19 pandemic – its origins and how it spread across
the world. Trump has led the very public criticism of China on the covid-19 pandemic accusing
Beijing of not doing enough to stop the spread of the disease as well as hiding facts about its
intensity.

India-China tensions are over their undemarcated border with several areas along the Line of
Actual Control Ladakh and North Sikkim witnessing a major military build-up by both the Indian
and Chinese armies.

India has said the Chinese military was hindering normal patrolling by its troops along the LAC in
Ladakh and Sikkim and strongly refuted Beijing's contention that the escalating tension between
the two armies was triggered by trespassing of Indian forces across the Chinese side.
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A RED LINE THAT BEIJING SHOULDN'T TRY TO CROSS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China’s aggression along the LAC reveals strategic myopia on its part, a failure to appreciate
where its own long-term interests lie and what attributes justify claims to geopolitical power

In a world unsettled by the covid pandemic, it is clearly in the interests of both New Delhi and
Beijing to avoid any confrontation along the 3,500-km-long Line of Actual Control (LAC) that
India and China share as a de facto border. However, two hotspots along the LAC (in Ladakh
and Sikkim) threaten to turn into military flashpoints, reviving memories of the 2017 Doklam
stand-off. Indian armed forces are said to be on alert and diplomacy is expected to dial down
tensions. Even US President Donald Trump has offered to “mediate or arbitrate" the dispute. But
China’s troop build-up and incursive attempts—in Ladakh’s Galwan area, particularly—seem
ominous in the context of Chinese President Xi Jinping’s asking his country’s army to raise its
battle-readiness shortly after Beijing upped its defence budget by 6.6% this year to nearly $180
billion, as estimated. Posturing, this may well be. Yet, it reveals strategic myopia on the part of a
regime that sees itself as a long-term participant in geopolitics and fancies itself as the creator of
an Asian century.

Beijing’s self-image already seems bent toward hegemony. China has been flexing muscle not
just along the LAC, but elsewhere too. On all available signs, its defence policy envisions a high-
tech ground military force to go with an enhanced capacity to project maritime force across the
high seas of the Indo- Pacific. Some analysts trace its aggressive shift in tone of recent weeks to
domestic politics, where it may serve as a diversionary tactic to relieve Xi of pressure within over
the regime’s handling of the global response to its role in the covid outbreak. Directing some fury
at India, which recently joined international calls for a probe into the origins of the virus, could be
a convenient way for the regime to rally nationalistic support back home. It may also have found
a pretext to accuse New Delhi of ulterior motives in our recent moves to close the asymmetry in
terms of border-area road access. Last year, for example, India opened the country’s highest
altitude all-weather bridge in eastern Ladakh, some 45km from Chinese territory. If China is
being discussed around the world, though, it is for the current pandemic. Specifically, for its
thinly-veiled efforts to leverage its relatively quick corona recovery to exercise greater sway over
world affairs. While the US was already ranged against it, Beijing’s clumsy designs on Europe in
the guise of an aid provider appear to have weakened Sino-European ties. Indeed, many of the
diplomatic gains that China made now appear at risk of being frittered away by its actions. Till
recently, its telecom prowess was winning admiration globally. Today, it attracts suspicion for
strings attached to its foreign dealings. This trust deficit could be attributed to its misguided
notions of global authority.

For one, any country’s so-called hard power, defined as an ability to bend another nation to its
will by force, needs to be matched by its soft power, which is a function of the appeal of its
professed values. For another, leadership is largely about being looked up to by the rest of the
world for truly worthy innovations. This is especially so at this point in the arc of history, with
everyone desperate for a covid cure. Economic and military heft matters, but only up to a point.
Rich and muscular China might have become, but it should not delude itself about its strength in
a post-covid world.
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DRAWING CLOSER IN CRISIS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Africa, African Union (AU) and India

Africa Day is observed every year on May 25 to commemorate the founding of the Organisation
of African Unity (now known as the African Union). India has been closely associated with it on
account of its shared colonial past and rich contemporary ties. The Manohar Parrikar Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses has hosted an Africa Day Round Table annually for the last four
years in order to commemorate this epochal event. This year, however, the COVID-19 pandemic
has marred the celebrations in India. Africa, too, has come to a standstill due to the coronavirus.

The World Bank’s Africa’s Pulse, a biannual analysis of the near-term macroeconomic outlook
for the region, in its April 9 report, assessed that the COVID-19 outbreak has sparked off the
Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA) region’s first recession in 25 years. Growth is expected to plummet to
between -2.1 and -5.1 per cent in 2020, from a modest 2.4 per cent in 2019. With high rates of
HIV, malaria, diabetes, hypertension and malnourishment prevalent, a large number of Africans
were already faced with a health and economic crisis. The steep decline in commodity prices
has spelt disaster for the economies of Nigeria, Zambia and Angola.

Precarious fiscal positions have ruled out any major governmental stimulus. Public debt has
mounted. According to the World Bank, the SSA region paid $35.8 billion in total debt service in
2018, 2.1 per cent of regional gross domestic product (GDP). Together, African countries have
sought a $100 billion rescue package, including a $44 billion waiver of interest payment by the
world’s 20 largest economies. The IMF’s debt service relief of $500 million is meant for 25
countries of which 19 are in Africa, but that is a drop in the bucket. It is clear that without outside
support, Africa will find it very difficult to meet the challenge.

Africa’s rich natural resources, long-term economic potential, youthful demography and influence
as a bloc of 54 countries in multi-lateral organisations is apparent. In recent years, several extra-
regional economies have strengthened their engagement with African states, with an eye to
rising economic opportunities, including in energy, mining, infrastructure and connectivity.
China’s engagement of Africa, as elsewhere, is huge but increasingly regarded as predatory and
exploitative. Its annual trade with Africa in 2019 stood at $208 billion, in addition to investments
and loans worth $200 billion. Traditionally, China’s participation in infrastructure projects has
been astonishing. Having famously built the 1,860 km Tanzania-Zambia railway line in 1975,
and the Addis Ababa-Djibouti and Mombasa-Nairobi lines more recently, China is now eyeing to
develop the vast East Africa Master Railway Plan.

It is also developing the Trans-Maghreb Highway, the Mambilla Hydropower Plant in Nigeria, the
Walvis Bay Container Terminal in Windhoek and the Caculo Cabaca Hydropower project in
Angola. At the Forum for China-Africa Cooperation (COCAC) in 2018, China set aside $60
billion in developmental assistance, followed by a whopping $1 billion Belt and Road (BRI)
Infrastructure Fund for Africa. China has followed up with robust health sector diplomacy in the
wake of the pandemic, but its image has been tarnished by defective supplies of PPE gear and
discriminatory behaviour against Africans in Guangzhou, leading to an embarrassing diplomatic
row.

Japan hosted the 7th Tokyo International Conference for African Development (TICAD) in
August 2019. Russia hosted the first-ever Russia-Africa Summit last year. Brazil, home to the
largest population of people of African descent outside of Africa, has also sought to develop
closer ties. Cuba has sent medical teams to help Africa.
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In the last few years, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has redefined India’s relations with Africa.
India-Africa trade reached $62 billion in 2018 compared to $39 billion during 2009-10. After
South Asia, Africa is the second-largest recipient of Indian overseas assistance with Lines of
Credit (LOC) worth nearly $10 billion (42 per cent of the total) spread over 100 projects in 41
countries. Ties were boosted at the India Africa Forum Summit (IAFS) in 2015. Forty per cent of
all training and capacity building slots under the ITEC programme have traditionally been
reserved for Africa. Approximately 6,000 Indian soldiers are deployed in UN peace-keeping
missions in five conflict zones in Africa. Bilateral cooperation includes solar energy development,
information technology, cyber security, maritime security, disaster relief, counter-terrorism and
military training. India has also launched several initiatives to develop closer relations, including
the first-ever India Africa Defence Ministers conclave in February this year on the margins of the
Defence Expo 2020. India provides about 50,000 scholarships to African students each year.
The huge Indian diaspora is a major asset.

India had planned to host the Fourth India Africa Forum Summit in September this year.
However, the COVID-19 pandemic may cause it to be delayed. India has already despatched
medical assistance to 25 African countries and PM Modi has had a telephonic talk with
President Cyril Ramaphosa of South Africa who is the current chairperson of the African Union,
and separately others such as the presidents of Uganda and Ethiopia. Minister of External
Affairs S Jaishankar has also reached out to counterparts in Africa to reiterate India’s support in
the fight against the coronavirus. India could consider structuring a series of virtual summits in
zonal groups with African leaders across the continent over the next few months that could both
provide a platform for a cooperative response to the pandemic and also serve as a precursor to
the actual summit in the future.

There are several other ideas that could be pushed to deepen India’s engagement with Africa.
The Ministry of External Affairs has already extended the e-ITEC course on “COVID-19
Pandemic: Prevention and Management Guidelines for Healthcare Professionals” to healthcare
workers in Africa. The Aarogya Setu App and the E-Gram Swaraj App for rural areas for
mapping COVID-19 are technological achievements that could be shared with Africa. Since the
movement of African students to India for higher education has been disrupted, India may
expand the e-VidyaBharti (tele education) project to establish an India-Africa Virtual University.
Agriculture and food security can also be a fulcrum for deepening ties. With the locust scourge
devastating the Horn of Africa and the pandemic worsening the food crisis, India could ramp up
its collaboration in this sector.

India could also create a new fund for Africa and adapt its grant-in-aid assistance to reflect the
current priorities. This could include support for new investment projects by Indian entrepreneurs
especially in the pharmaceutical and healthcare sectors in Africa.

Both India and Japan share a common interest in forging a partnership for Africa’s development.
The COVID-19 crisis has nudged many countries to engage in new formats. It is time for the
Quad Plus, in which the US, India, Japan and Australia have recently engaged other countries
such as the ROK, Vietnam, New Zealand, Israel and Brazil, to exchange views and propose
cooperation with select African countries abutting the Indian Ocean. After all, the Indo-Pacific
straddles the entire maritime space of the Indian Ocean. The pandemic is a colossal challenge
but it may create fresh opportunities to bring India and Africa closer together.

The writer is a former ambassador and currently director general of the Manohar Parrikar
Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. Views are personal
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FOR A RESET IN INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Nepal

Once again, relations between India and Nepal have taken a turn for the worse. The immediate
provocation is the long-standing territorial issue surrounding Kalapani, a patch of land near the
India-Nepal border, close to the Lipulekh Pass on the India-China border, which is one of the
approved points for border trade and the route for the Kailash-Mansarovar yatra in Tibet.
However, the underlying reasons are far more complex. Yet, Nepali Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli’s exploitation of the matter, by raising the banner of Nepali nationalism and painting India as
a hegemon, is part of a frequent pattern that indicates that relations between the two countries
need a fundamental reset.

India inherited the boundary with Nepal, established between Nepal and the East India
Company in the Treaty of Sugauli in 1816. Kali river constituted the boundary, and the territory
to its east was Nepal. The dispute relates to the origin of Kali. Near Garbyang village in
Dharchula Tehsil of the Pithoragarh district of Uttarakhand, there is a confluence of different
streams coming from north-east from Kalapani and north-west from Limpiyadhura. The early
British survey maps identified the north-west stream, Kuti Yangti, from Limpiyadhura as the
origin, but after 1857 changed the alignment to Lipu Gad, and in 1879 to Pankha Gad, the north-
east streams, thus defining the origin as just below Kalapani. Nepal accepted the change and
India inherited this boundary in 1947.

Also read | Nepal’s new political map claims India’s territories

The Maoist revolution in China in 1949, followed by the takeover of Tibet, created deep
misgivings in Nepal, and India was ‘invited’ to set up 18 border posts along the Nepal-Tibet
border. The westernmost post was at Tinkar Pass, about 6 km further east of Lipulekh. In 1953,
India and China identified Lipulekh Pass for both pilgrims and border trade. After the 1962 war,
pilgrimage through Lipulekh resumed in 1981, and border trade, in 1991.

In 1961, King Mahendra visited Beijing to sign the China-Nepal Boundary Treaty that defines the
zero point in the west, just north of Tinkar Pass. By 1969, India had withdrawn its border posts
from Nepali territory. The base camp for Lipulekh remained at Kalapani, less than 10 km west of
Lipulekh. In their respective maps, both countries showed Kalapani as the origin of Kali river and
as part of their territory. After 1979, the Indo-Tibetan Border Police has manned the Lipulekh
Pass. In actual practice, life for the locals (Byansis) remained unchanged given the open border
and free movement of people and goods.

After the 1996 Treaty of Mahakali (Kali river is also called Mahakali/Sarada further downstream)
that envisaged the Pancheshwar multipurpose hydel project, the issue of the origin of Kali river
was first raised in 1997. The matter was referred to the Joint Technical Level Boundary
Committee that had been set up in 1981 to re-identify and replace the old and damaged
boundary pillars along the India-Nepal border. The Committee clarified 98% of the boundary,
leaving behind the unresolved issues of Kalapani and Susta (in the Terai) when it was dissolved
in 2008. It was subsequently agreed that the matter would be discussed at the Foreign
Secretary level. Meanwhile, the project to convert the 80-km track from Ghatibagar to Lipulekh
into a hardtop road began in 2009 without any objections from Nepal.

The Survey of India issued a new political map (eighth edition) on November 2, 2019, to reflect
the change in the status of Jammu and Kashmir as two Union Territories. Nepal registered a
protest though the map in no way had changed the boundary between India and Nepal.
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However, on November 8, the ninth edition was issued. The delineation remained identical but
the name Kali river had been deleted. Predictably, this led to stronger protests, with Nepal
invoking Foreign Secretary-level talks to resolve issues. With the Indian Ambassador Manjeev
Puri in Kathmandu retiring in end-December and Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale retiring a
month later, the matter remained pending despite reminders from Kathmandu.

By April 2020, Mr. Oli’s domestic political situation was weakening. Under the Nepali
Constitution, a new Prime Minister enjoys a guaranteed two-year period during which a no-
confidence motion is not permitted. This ended in February unleashing simmering resentment
against Mr. Oli’s governance style and performance. His inept handling of the COVID-19
pandemic added to the growing disenchantment. Within the Nepal Communist Party (NCP)
there was a move to impose a ‘one man, one post’ rule that would force Mr. Oli to choose
between being NCP co-chair or Prime Minister.

Also read | India should pull out forces from Kalapani: Nepalese Foreign Minister Pradeep
Kumar Gyawali

The re-eruption of the Kalapani controversy, when Defence Minister Rajnath Singh did a virtual
inauguration of the 80-km road on May 8, provided Mr. Oli with a political lifeline. A subsequent
comment by the Chief of the Army Staff (COAS), General Manoj Naravane, on May 15 that
“Nepal may have raised the issue at the behest of someone else” was insensitive, given that the
Indian COAS is also an honorary general of the Nepal Army and vice-versa, highlighting the
traditional ties between the two armies.

Mr. Oli had won the election in 2017 by flaunting his Nepali nationalism card, the flip side of
which is anti-Indianism. This is not a new phenomenon but has become more pronounced in
recent years. Mr. Oli donned the nationalist mantle vowing to restore Nepali territory and marked
a new low in anti-Indian rhetoric by talking about “the Indian virus being more lethal than the
Chinese or the Italian virus”.

A new map of Nepal based on the older British survey reflecting Kali river originating from
Limpiyadhura in the north-west of Garbyang was adopted by parliament and notified on May 20.
On May 22, a constitutional amendment proposal was tabled to include it in a relevant Schedule.
The new alignment adds 335 sq km to Nepali territory, territory that has never been reflected in
a Nepali map for nearly 170 years.

This brief account illustrates the complexity underlying India-Nepal issues that cannot be solved
by rhetoric or unilateral map-making exercises. Such brinkmanship only breeds mistrust and
erodes the goodwill at the people-to-people level. Political maturity is needed to find creative
solutions that can be mutually acceptable.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has often spoken of the “neighbourhood first” policy. He started
with a highly successful visit to Nepal in August 2014. But the relationship took a nosedive in
2015 when India first got blamed for interfering in the Constitution-drafting in Nepal and then for
an “unofficial blockade” that generated widespread resentment against the country. It reinforced
the notion that Nepali nationalism and anti-Indianism were two sides of the same coin that Mr.
Oli exploited successfully.

Also read | India says open to dialogue with Nepal, ties on upswing

In Nepali thinking, the China card has provided them the leverage to practise their version of
non-alignment. In the past, China maintained a link with the Palace and its concerns were
primarily related to keeping tabs on the Tibetan refugee community. With the abolition of the
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monarchy, China has shifted attention to the political parties as also to institutions like the Army
and Armed Police Force. Also, today’s China is pursuing a more assertive foreign policy and
considers Nepal an important element in its growing South Asian footprint.

The reality is that India has ignored the changing political narrative in Nepal for far too long.
India remained content that its interests were safeguarded by quiet diplomacy even when Nepali
leaders publicly adopted anti-Indian postures — an approach adopted decades earlier during the
monarchy and then followed by the political parties as a means of demonstrating nationalist
credentials. Long ignored by India, it has spawned distortions in Nepali history textbooks and led
to long-term negative consequences. For too long India has invoked a “special relationship”,
based on shared culture, language and religion, to anchor its ties with Nepal. Today, this term
carries a negative connotation — that of a paternalistic India that is often insensitive and, worse
still, a bully.

Editorial | Cold neighbourhood

It is hardly surprising that the 1950 Treaty of Peace and Friendship which was sought by the
Nepali authorities in 1949 to continue the special links it had with British India and provides for
an open border and right to work for Nepali nationals is viewed as a sign of an unequal
relationship, and an Indian imposition. Yet, Nepali authorities have studiously avoided taking it
up bilaterally even though Nepali leaders thunder against it in their domestic rhetoric.

The urgent need today is to pause the rhetoric on territorial nationalism and lay the groundwork
for a quiet dialogue where both sides need to display sensitivity as they explore the terms of a
reset of the “special relationship”. A normal relationship where India can be a generous partner
will be a better foundation for “neighbourhood first” in the 21st century.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation
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FROM A STANDOFF TO A STALEMATE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

India’s construction of a road to Daulat Beg Oldie (DBO) in the Galwan Valley has been
suggested as one reason for the recent standoff between India and China along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC). China has said India was “attempting to unilaterally change the status
quo” on the LAC. The Durbuk-Shyok-DBO road was under construction for more than 15 years.
As per protocol, local commanders kept informing each other about the construction activities.
China never raised any objection against it. In fact, construction work on China’s side of the LAC
has been of a much higher scale. It appears that current activities by China are meant to put
pressure on India, and are not based on any perceived transgression by Indian troops.

China has a history of changing lines. In the late 1950s, the lines kept moving westward, and
ultimately led to the 1962 war. More recently, in 2002, when maps were exchanged during the
Expert Group meetings, China showed a claim line in the western sector which was different
from what existed on the ground since 1962. Again in 2007, China’s perception of the border in
Depsang in the Ladakh sector, in Sikkim, and in many other places appeared to change. In
2017, China wanted to unilaterally change the boundary and the trijunction with Bhutan and
India, which sparked the Doklam standoff. Until 2006, Chinese troops were positioned a few
kilometres behind the LAC, except for a few places where they were deployed eyeball to eyeball
with Indian troops. From 2007 onwards, we have seen a surge in defence infrastructure
development along the LAC. At many locations, troops have been moved to forward areas.

At the same time, bilateral military relations have improved, with annual defence dialogues and
joint training. Patrol face-offs have been resolved with existing protocols, and issues resolved at
the local commanders’ level. After the 1986-1987 Sumdorong Chu incident, it was only more
than 30 years later, at Doklam, that Chinese transgression led to both sides moving up a
brigade-sized force (around 5,000 troops) to the LAC. The Border Peace and Tranquility
Agreement of 1993 has helped limit the number of troops deployed near the LAC by both sides,
and necessitates a mutual appraisal of any change in numbers. In Ladakh, both sides have,
according to reports, moved up at least a brigade-sized force.

Such disputes should be peacefully resolved, as was done at Sumdorong Chu and Doklam. As
a rule, cases of violation are resolved through a meeting of local commanders, which may be
arranged through a conversation on hotlines established for that purpose. This arrangement has
not been without problems. When a transgression is initiated by China, often the Chinese side
does not answer the call on the hotline, as may have happened in this case. During the 2013
standoff at Depsang, and the 2014 incident at Chumar which took place when President Xi
Jinping was visiting India, the local Chinese commander did not pick up the hotline. It took
several days to resolve the crisis, leaving some to ask if President Xi’s hold on the People’s
Liberation Army was not as strong as assumed to be. Now, the situation is different. Named the
‘hexin’ or core, Mr. Xi has assumed total control. It will be unlikely that Mr. Xi will go against the
spirit of Wuhan and Mamallapuram, in which he has been personally invested.

The standoff in Ladakh is likely to be resolved peacefully. Given the conventional strength of
both sides, any skirmish will lead to a stalemate. China will not gain anything. On the contrary, it
has much to lose. China is aware it cannot push India to a strategic alliance with the U.S., which
will tilt the balance of power against Beijing. This current crisis may, however, have at least one
lasting impact. We may see increased permanent deployments by both sides along the LAC,
and a further erosion of trust in the agreements that both sides have built, with great effort, since
1993, which has for so long helped keep the peace.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/indian-chinese-troops-face-off-in-eastern-ladakh-sikkim/article31548893.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-rejects-chinas-claims-of-trespass/article31643363.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/timeline-the-story-of-the-doklam-stand-off/article19576380.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/making-sense-of-the-depsang-incursion/article4689838.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/making-sense-of-the-depsang-incursion/article4689838.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chinese-army-pushes-in-more-troops-into-indian-territory/article6422339.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/chinese-president-xi-jinping-in-india/article6422789.ece
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Major General M. Vinaya Chandran (retd), who has 36 years of service in the Indian Army, is a
PhD Research Scholar at the University of Madras
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-05-29

BEIJING’S LADAKH BRINKMANSHIP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

The Pangong Tso lake in Ladakh. File   | Photo Credit: The Hindu

The current intensification of tension between China and India following the escalation of
Chinese troop build-up in Ladakh is but one sign that Beijing is increasingly feeling beleaguered.
In response, it has embarked on a strategy of brinkmanship with several goals in mind. External
adventurism, when cloaked in the garb of ultra-nationalism, can shore up a regime’s legitimacy
at home. This is particularly the case when an authoritarian regime whose legitimacy rests
primarily on its economic performance is faced with a situation where growth is expected to
plummet.

Simultaneously, it can act as a diversionary measure to escape international opprobrium, similar
to what China is facing currently because of Beijing’s attempt to cover up the spread of the
coronavirus during the crucial early weeks when it could have been more easily contained. Many
countries hold China responsible for the huge cost in human lives and suffering as well as the
unprecedented economic distress. In the face of such criticism, the Chinese regime is
increasingly using jingoistic jargon to build up domestic support. President Xi Jinping’s recent
speech to the PLA is an outstanding example of this strategy. He exhorted the Chinese armed
forces to “prepare for war” in order to “resolutely safeguard national sovereignty” and “the overall
strategic stability of the country”.

LAC standoff | Working with China to resolve border issue peacefully, says India

This is a sign that the Communist Party of China (CPC) feels increasingly threatened both
domestically and externally. China’s relations with the U.S. have been going downhill almost
since the beginning of the Donald Trump presidency. Washington has periodically imposed
economic sanctions on China and Beijing has retaliated in kind. Trade talks have faltered
because of growing protectionist sentiments in the U.S. and Chinese inability to adequately
respond to them.

Tensions between the U.S. and China have also increased for other reasons. The chipping
away at Hong Kong’s autonomous status by Beijing and the suppression of the pro-democracy
movement in Hong Kong has led to severe criticism by the U.S. administration and in the
Congress. Differences over the issue of Taiwan have added to tensions, with China viewing the
U.S. as the primary impediment preventing Taiwan’s integration. The Trump administration has
significantly increased support to Taiwan with arms sales that have added to China’s concern.

Above all, the U.S.-China rivalry in the South China Sea acts as the potential flashpoint that may
well lead to a shooting war. In the past decade, China has vigorously advanced its territorial
claims in the South China Sea by militarising islands it controls, vociferously contesting claims
by other regional states and impeding their attempts to access territories they claim. So far, it
has been careful that these moves do not trigger a serious confrontation with the U.S.

Also read | Changing balance across LAC trigger for standoff, says China expert Taylor Fravel

However, it is quite possible that a Chinese leadership that feels besieged could adopt a more
provocative strategy, thus increasing the risk of a military confrontation with the U.S. Washington
has a strong interest in preventing China from asserting control over the South China Sea as
maintaining free access to this waterway is important to it for economic reasons. It also has

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/The-Hindu/
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defence treaty obligations to the Philippines, which has vigorously contested Chinese territorial
claims. Further, China’s control of the South China Sea would be a major step toward replacing
the U.S. as the foremost power in the Indo-Pacific region.

Also read | U.S. is now more clear in support for India on China border issues, says researcher

Increased Chinese adventurism could result in an escalation of U.S.-China confrontation in the
South China Sea. If that happens, the India-China face-off in Ladakh could become part of a
much larger “great game”, with the U.S. trying to preserve the status quo and China attempting
to change it to further its objective of regional dominance at the U.S.’s expense. The current
India-China crisis should, therefore, be seen in its proper context and not as an isolated event.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University
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INDIA INVITES BID FOR ONE SUN ONE WORLD ONE
GRID TO TAKE ON CHINA’S BELT AND ROAD
INITIATIVE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

NEW DELHI : India has moved ahead with threading-the-needle for an ambitious global
electricity grid, with the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government on Tuesday calling for
bids to roll-out the “One Sun One World One Grid" (OSOWOG) plan.

The pre-bid meeting called on 5 June by ministry of new and renewable energy (MNRE), comes
at a time of the coronavirus pandemic giving India the opportunity to be seen as taking a lead in
evolving global strategies.

“This is by far one of the most ambitious schemes undertaken by any country and is of global
significance in terms of sharing economic benefits," said a senior Indian government official,
requesting anonymity.

According to the Request for Proposal (RFP) reviewed by Mint for inviting consultants for
developing OSOWOG’ long-term vision, implementation plan, road map and institutional
framework; comprises a technical and financial proposal.

Anand Kumar former MNRE secretary, who had worked on the concept and RFP of the global
grid, and currently posted as secretary in the ministry of culture, said, "This would be the key to
future renewable based energy systems globally. Creation of regional and international
interconnected green grids can enable sharing of renewable energy across international borders
and also balancing. Such grids should work in tandem with the existing grids and will not require
parallel grid infrastructure, thus requiring only incremental investment."

“Our Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi ji have given us the vision of ‘One sun, One
world, One grid. National renewable energy management centers in India have prospects of
growing as regional and global management centers. Globalization provides the opportunity for
learning quickly from developments elsewhere, and sharing of renewable energy resources to
reduce the global carbon footprint and insulate the societies from pandemics like COVID 19,"
said Kumar.

This also comes in the backdrop of the US withdrawal from the Paris climate deal and China’s
attempts to co-opt countries into its ambitious One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative, a
programme to invest billions of dollars in infrastructure projects, including railways, ports and
power grids, across Asia, Africa and Europe.

“India’s Prime Minister recently called for connecting solar energy supply across borders, with
the mantra of 'One Sun One World One Grid' (OSOWOG). The vision behind the OSOWOG
mantra is “The Sun Never Sets" and is a constant at some geographical location, globally, at
any given point of time," the RFP said.

The global grid plan may also leverage the International Solar Alliance (ISA) co-founded by India
that has 67 countries as members. It has become India’s calling card on climate change and is
increasingly being viewed as a foreign policy tool.

“With India at the fulcrum, the solar spectrum can easily be divided into two broad zones viz. far
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East which would include countries like Myanmar, Vietnam, Thailand, Lao, Cambodia etc. and
far West which would cover the Middle East and the Africa Region," the RFP added.

The ambitious task unveiled on 26 May has been taken up under the technical assistance
program of the World Bank with the last date of proposal submission being 6 July.

Mint reported on 9 January about India starting consultations with the World Bank as its
technical partner to implement the global electricity grid plan pitched by Prime Minister Modi.

The plan has been spread across three phases. The first phase deals with the Middle
East—South Asia—-South East Asia (MESASEA) interconnection for sharing green energy
sources such as solar for meeting electricity needs including peak demand.

Fostering cross-border energy trade is an important part of Modi’s South Asia-focused
neighbourhood-first policy. India has been supplying power to Bangladesh and Nepal and has
been championing a South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc) electricity grid
minus Pakistan to meet electricity demand in the region.

The initial plans also involve setting up an under-sea link to connect with Oman in the West.

While the second phase deals with the MESASEA grid getting interconnected with the African
power pools; the third and final phase is about global interconnection.

“It’s only a question of transmission," power and new and renewable energy minister Raj Kumar
Singh had earlier told Mint.

“An interconnected grid would help all the participating entities in attracting investments in
renewable energy sources as well as utilizing skills, technology and finances. Resulting
economic benefits would positively impact poverty alleviation and support in mitigating water,
sanitation, food and other socioeconomic challenges," the RFP said.

“Further, the proposed integration would lead to reduced project costs, higher efficiencies and
increased asset utilization for all the participating entities," the RFP added.

This comes in the backdrop of India looking to expedite the ISA’ playbook of setting up a World
Solar Bank (WSB) to be headquartered here, that may require a total equity capital of $10
billion. The proposed bank comes in the backdrop of Beijing taking the lead in creating Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and the New Development Bank (NDB).

ISA has been an important part of India’s messaging in the global fight against climate change.

In his address to the nation on 12 May during the ongoing pandemic Modi said, “International
Solar Alliance is India’s gift against Global Warming."

“We have seen the world before Corona and the global systems in detail. Even after the infliction
of the Corona crisis, we are constantly watching the situation unfolding across the globe. When
we look at these two periods from India’s perspective, it seems that the 21st century is the
century for India," Modi said.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-05-30

ANCHORING TIES WITH CANBERRA THE VIRTUAL
WAY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Australia

In August 1950, one of Australia’s most celebrated jurists, Sir Owen Dixon (who sought to
mediate a settlement on Kashmir) wrote to his daughter, Anne, in Melbourne that Delhi was “a
place I hope and trust that I shall never again see.” Nearly 70 years later, as the Prime Ministers
of India and Australia, Narendra Modi and Scott Morrison, prepare for next week’s virtual summit
(June 4), it is not because of any such reservation about India’s capital. Today, New Delhi ranks
extremely high on Australia’s diplomatic radar; the new High Commissioner Barry O’Farrell’s
appointment is reflective of how far we have moved from Sir Owen’s time. A former Premier of
New South Wales and a celebrated public figure, Mr. O’Farrell has already made his presence
felt in India through the increasingly ubiquitous world of webinars in his colourful Indian
waistcoats.

Almost all of Australia’s recent Prime Ministers, including Julia Gillard, Tony Abbott and Malcolm
Turnbull have visited India. Mr. Morrison’s visit to India, in January, was postponed because of
the devastating bushfires in Australia, and now because of the COVID-19 pandemic. When Mr.
Modi travelled to Australia in 2014, 28 years after Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s visit, in 1986, he
electrified the country with his presence, including business leaders from the country in a panel
discussion.

It is tempting to view the virtual summit only in the context of the turbulent geopolitics of the
region. In reality, New Delhi’s relations with Canberra have acquired such spread and depth
today that even without the undeniable belligerence of an increasingly inscrutable China, the
summit would still have had salience and similar gravitas.

The idea of the Australia-India relationship has well and truly arrived; and while Australia’s
population is roughly the same as the National Capital Region, the potential for a shared
partnership extends well beyond Mr. Modi and Mr. Morrison trying to deconstruct the inscrutable
mind of China’s supreme leader, Xi Jinping, or the manner in which the World Health
Organization has acted amid the spread of the pandemic.

Virtual summits are no longer a novelty. Mr. Modi convened a multilateral summit to bring South
Asia together to face the pandemic, and he spoke online with G-20 leaders on similar issues.
But India’s first bilateral summit is with Australia; and it is no longer surprising. The convergence
of interests and values has been patently obvious; but the time has also come to translate that
potential into reality.

The two countries have sought to reconstruct their increasingly turbulent regional geography into
the Indo-Pacific and while grudgingly in the past, and often in fits and starts, seen the Quad (with
Japan and the United States) as the most potent instrument to promote cooperation; not
surprisingly, causing apprehensions in Beijing.

It is expected that the ‘Mutual Logistics Support Agreement’ will be signed during the summit
that should enhance defence cooperation and ease the conduct of large-scale joint military
exercises. Last April, Australia and India conducted AUSINDEX, their largest bilateral naval
exercise, and there are further developments on the anvil, including Australia’s permanent
inclusion in the Malabar exercise with Japan. In addition, it may be prudent too for New Delhi
and Canberra to elevate the ‘two plus two’ format for talks from the Secretary level to the level of
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Foreign and Defence Ministers.

But beyond the realpolitik of strategy, is the managing of cooperation in areas that matter to the
lives of the people of the two nations: health, food and education.

Mr. Morrison has emerged as a statesman (during the COVID-19 pandemic) by bringing in the
national opposition and reaching out to state leaders in the most effective and efficient display of
cooperative federalism. So much so that the Australian writer Richard Flanagan suggested, in
The New York Times (May 18,2020), that polarising ideologies in Australia were killed by the
coronavirus given the united national response.

Australia is one of the few countries that has managed to combat COVID-19 so far through
“controlled adaptation” by which the coronavirus has been suppressed to very low levels. Two of
the leaders of this great Australia-wide effort are Indian-born scientists. Shitij Kapur, of the
University of Melbourne, led a community of academics to produce a pathbreaking report,
“Roadmap to recovery”, while S.S. Vasan is leading efforts to develop a vaccine in a
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) facility in a dangerous
pathogens facility in Geelong, near Melbourne. There is much that the two Prime Ministers can
share on this front.

In terms of health and safe food as well the supply chains that facilitate their delivery, there are
important lessons to be learnt. One of Australia’s richest businessman, Anthony Pratt of Pratt
Industries, and first patron of the Australia-India Leadership Dialogue, recently described the
promise of DTC-CPG (direct to consumer; consumer packaged goods) which could transform
global supply chains. Here too there is much room for collaboration and new thinking.

The recovery of Australia’s universities, most of which are publicly funded and many rank among
the top in the world, is still in question, but they are proving to be resilient and pioneers in
distance and online learning. Australian universities could well open earlier than most and
emerge as a safer destination for quality education than their European or Ivy league
counterparts.

Till a few weeks ago, the prospect of teaching online a course on Contemporary India to
Australian Students from the University of Melbourne seemed daunting to this writer. But with
slides of Ambedkar, Gandhi and even snippets from the movies of Satyajit Ray, the enormous
potential of online learning became obvious; the students were excited intellectually by both the
robustness of Indian democracy, and the diversity of its experience as a federation. Although the
course was on India, the enormous potential of young Australians and Indians working and
building fresh order in a turbulent world became starkly obvious. The virtual summit, in this
sense, could not have been better timed.

Amitabh Mattoo is Chair of the Australia-India Leadership Dialogue and was the founding
Director of The Australia India Institute
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CHINA PASSES CONTROVERSIAL HONG KONG LAW
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Power point:Delegates applaud as Chinese President Xi Jinping arrives for the closing session
of China's National People's Congress in Beijing on Thursday.APMark Schiefelbein  

China’s Parliament on Thursday passed new legislation for Hong Kong that will for the first time
empower Beijing to draft national security laws for the Special Administrative Region (SAR).

At the closing session of the annual National People’s Congress (NPC) in Beijing, the draft
legislation was passed overwhelmingly, with 2,878 votes for, one against and six abstentions in
the Communist Party-controlled legislature.

The law, called the “NPC Decision on Establishing and Improving the Legal System and
Enforcement Mechanisms for the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region to Safeguard
National Security”, essentially empowers the NPC to draft new national security laws for Hong
Kong. That could happen as early as June, when the NPC Standing Committee, which
convenes every two months, holds its next sitting.

The draft legislation said the scope of the laws could cover any activity that “seriously endangers
national security”. It said it was aimed at enabling “measures to counter, lawfully prevent, stop
and punish foreign and overseas forces’ use of Hong Kong to carry out separatist, subversive,
infiltrative, or destructive activities”.

Basic law

The NPC decision has been criticised by pro-democracy parties and some in the legal
community in Hong Kong as undermining the “one country, two systems” model. Since 1997,
Hong Kong has been governed by the Basic Law, which gives the SAR “executive, legislative
and independent judicial power, including that of final adjudication”. Only matters of defence and
foreign affairs are handled by the central government.

While the law says the state would “fully, and accurately implement the principles of one country,
two systems”, it also enables organs of the central government “for the protection of national
security” to set up “institutions in the HKSAR”, a provision that has been a particular source of
concern.

“It is entirely unclear how the proposed agencies set up in the HKSAR will operate under the
laws of the HKSAR, whether they will be bound by the laws of the HKSAR, whether they have
the power of enforcement, and whether such powers as exercised will be limited by the laws
currently in force in the HKSAR”, the Hong Kong Bar Association said in a statement reported by
the South China Morning Post .

The law could also block foreign judges from sitting on national security cases, following the
example of Macau, which has done so since 2018, Reuters reported. Hong Kong’s court of final
appeal has 15 foreign judges, under a system aimed to ensure judicial independence for a
global financial centre.

At his annual press conference following the NPC, China’s Premier Li Keqiang said China “will
still follow the principle of Hong Kong people governing Hong Kong”. He said “one country, two
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systems” is China’s “basic state policy” and Beijing would continue to ensure Hong Kong had “a
high degree of autonomy”.

On Thursday, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo certified to Congress that it was the
administration’s view that Hong Kong could no longer enjoy the special economic privileges it
had received from the U.S. because of the erosion of its autonomy, a move that could hurt the
SAR’s economy.

Mutual respect

In his press conference, Mr. Li called on China and the U.S. to manage their differences and
“discard a ‘Cold War’ mentality”. “I believe both countries should respect each other and develop
a relationship on the basis of equality, respect each other's core interests and major concerns
and embrace cooperation,” he said.

He said China would aim for positive economic growth this year, although the government would
rely on increased liquidity rather than any massive stimulus measures.

China for the first time has not set an annual GDP growth target citing the economic uncertainty,
with the economy contracting by 6.8% in the first quarter, the first contraction since 1976. Both
Mr. Li and the Foreign Minister Wang Yi did not field any questions on India in their annual NPC
press meets.
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